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ABSTRACT 

 

In order to examine the formation of socially embedded capabilities(SEC) in the ASEAN 

region, I undertake an in-depth comparative dive into  the relevant data for selected countries 

with special emphasis on the Philippines. I consider various dimensions of inclusivity and assess 

both the achievements so far and the failures in not just gender inclusivity but also ethno-

religious and regional inclusivity. Furthermore, data barriers notwithstanding, whenever 

possible, intersectionality of location, class, gender and ethnicity are also explored through an 

application of socially embedded intersectional capabilities approach(SEICA)---an extension of 

the capabilities approach of Sen. The ASEAN identity can be analyzed and constructed further in 

an ethically desirable direction by using this extended capabilities approach. The data-intensive 

approach followed in this paper confirms this theoretical hypothesis. 
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1. Introduction: 

 

According to a key ASEAN document, the vision of ASEAN is to be an inclusive, 

sustainable, resilient, and dynamic community of nations. As the document expresses the vision: 

•  A committed, participative and socially-responsible community through an 
accountable and inclusive mechanism for the benefit of our peoples, upheld by 
the principles of good governance; 

•  An inclusive community that promotes high quality of life, equitable access to 
opportunities for all and promotes and protects human rights of women, children, 
youth, the elderly/older persons, persons with disabilities, migrant workers, and 
vulnerable and marginalised groups; 

• A sustainable community that promotes social development and environmental 
protection through effective mechanisms to meet the current and future needs 
of our peoples; 

• A resilient community with enhanced capacity and capability to adapt and 
respond to social and economic vulnerabilities, disasters, climate change as well 
as emerging threats and challenges; and 

•  A dynamic and harmonious community that is aware and proud of its identity, 
culture, and heritage with the strengthened ability to innovate and proactively 
contribute to the global community. 

 
In this paper, I undertake an in-depth dive into one particularly important “high 

performer”1 in terms of gender and ethno-religious inclusivity, The Philippines. But whenever 

possible, I conduct my study comparatively by looking at other relevant ASEAN members as 

well. I consider various dimensions of inclusivity and assess both the achievements so far and the 

failures in not just gender inclusivity but also ethno-religious and regional inclusivity. 

Furthermore, data barriers notwithstanding, whenever possible, intersectionality of location, 

class, gender and ethnicity are also explored through an application of socially Intersectional 

embedded capabilities approach(SEICA)---an extension of the capabilities approach of Sen2.In 

previous works I have shown why and how answering the question of the role of socio-economic 

and political institutions for creating an inclusive identity rigorously requires further extensions 

of Sen’s concept of freedom as capabilities in an explicitly social and political direction by 

paying attention to issues related to  intersectionality as well. The ASEAN identity can be 

 
1 Appropriate qualifications are introduced in our data-intensive analysis throughout the text. 
2 Khan (2007, 2014, 2020a,b) 
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analyzed and constructed further in an ethically desirable direction by using this extended 

capabilities approach.  

 

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 below summarizes my extension of Sen’s 

capabilities theory to the socially embedded capabilities (SEC) and SEICA. With this conceptual 

and theoretical apparatus, section 3 moves into a description and analysis of ASEAN in terms of 

the basic conditions indicating GDP, basic capabilities and inequalities in the Philippines and a 

few comparator ASEAN Economies. Section 4 takes  a deeper data-dive by analyzing more 

indicators of basic capabilities within the ASEAN Countries/economies--- with emphasis on the 

gender and region specific ethnic differences for the Philippines in particular. Finally, section 5 

delves into the problems of inclusivity in the Philippines historically and comparatively with the 

help of appropriate historical data. 
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2. Extending Sen’s Capabilities Approach through Social and Political Embedding, 

Progressive Intersectionality and An Enabling Developmental State for the 21st Century 

 

As stated earlier, it turns out that answering the question of the role of socio-economic and 

political institutions for creating an inclusive ASEAN identity rigorously requires elaboration of 

Sen’s concept of freedom as capabilities in an explicitly social and political direction by paying 

attention to issues related to the intersectionality of gender, class, location etc. within a holistic 

framework that includes ecology, environment, and sustainable development. In my previous 

books and papers I have developed a framework3 by extending Sen’s original capabilities approach 

in certain ways. My most recent term4 that brings out explicitly and clearly this elaboration of 

capabilities theory in an explicitly social and political direction is Socially Embedded 

Intersectional Capabilities Approach or SEICA. SEICA allows us to ask relevant questions 

regarding the network of institutions in which a particular individual or group is embedded. In 

particular, the role of political institutions---particularly the (developmental) state can be examined 

rigorously by using SEICA. Among other important questions, we can now ask: How can we 

characterize an Enabling Developmental State for the 21st Century in light of the ASEAN 

experience in particular? In what follows, I take a deep dive into the available inclusivity indicators 

and related data for the Philippines. But I also look---albeit not as intensively as in the Philippines 

case---at other ASEAN countries like Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam within ASEAN for 

comparative purposes. 

In my earlier works on East Asian economies and state specifically, a dynamic picture of the 

leading role of the enabling state emerges. Over time. The state provides disciplined support for 

export-oriented sectors through directed credit and other subsidies. The state also coordinates 

investment across sectors and within industries. It invests itself in areas where private risk 

absorption capacity is too low. This is important in building up a national system of innovation in 

particular. The state also steps in to manage sectoral and macroeconomic crises ensuring a 

relatively smooth accumulation process to proceed. However, the distributive conflicts were 

lessened for Japan, Korea and Taiwan through US-imposed land reforms after the war. In China 

 
3 Khan (1994, 1998) 
4 Khan (2020a,b) 
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on the other hand, an egalitarian society with a Gini coefficient between .25 and .28 in the 1970s 

became highly unequal from 1990s onward with Gini index over .45. 

Given our capabilities perspective, we need to include among the characteristics of the 

Enabling Developmental State for the 21st Century its capacity to build an egalitarian intersectional 

development strategy from the beginning. For this purpose, democracy must be deepened also 

from the beginning. Khan5 has attempted to build a theory where egalitarian distribution and 

deepening of democratic institutions and practices along with the standard industrial, trade, 

monetary-financial and other developmentalist policy making of the state have theoretical salience. 

Furthermore, given the deepening ecological crisis, this type of state will have to devise policies 

for at least mitigating the ecological crisis. It is such a state that we can call an Enabling 

Developmental State for the 21st Century. Both technically and from a social perspective efficient 

but egalitarian innovation systems throughout but particularly after the middle income stage 

become crucial in terms of enhancing people’s capabilities rapidly and widely. Khan6 has therefore 

replaced the idea of a national innovation system (NIS) with that of an augmented national 

innovation system (ANIS). A thoroughly innovative Enabling Developmental State for the 21st 

Century will augment both efficiency and capabilities of people in an egalitarian manner. It is clear 

that the state of this kind cannot be formed unless popular forces can launch movements and 

programs of their own. Is there   any hope of this being achieved in the next few decades? Prashad7 

discusses the complex processes underway in the global South now---particularly in Latin 

America. Although by no means guaranteed, the achievements of people’s movements in 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Venezuela and elsewhere give us some room for optimism8 But 

the project has barely been started. A new theory of an Enabling Developmental State for the 21st 

Century that both nurtures and is nurtured by these movements will be of a kind that can play a 

counterhegemonic role. regional-international political parties and broad-based social movements 

and new social formations.9 

 
5 Khan, (1998, 2008a,b,2009,2010, 2012a,b) 
6 Khan (2012a) 
7 Prashad,(2014) 
8 Peet, (2007); Peet and Hartwick (2009) 
9 Thus, without falling into self-refuting relativism, there is a way to accept epistemic limits, resist imperial power-
knowledge-discourse schemes and formulate positive pro-people programs that are internationalist but  local and 
regional at the beginning and with time passing, ultimately global in scope. Prashad (2014) presents a good case for 
the local-regional-global sequence in the current context. I along with others have argued to accept the proposition 
that capitalism will not be able to solve the currently unfolding ecological crisis as well as the other crises 
endogenous to the WCS. If not the other crises, the ecological crisis itself, left unchecked, will destroy human 
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We can now ask the question: how do we conceive of an initial strategic plan for the ASEAN 

economies and societies that draws from the best experiences of the East Asian Developmental 

States and augments these with mainly egalitarian and democratic elements for the 21st Century 

emphasizing in particular women’s and minorities’ rights? 

In Vienna in 1993, the World Conference on Human Rights recognized that women’s rights 

are human rights.10  However, even today, the foundations of this claim are not always made clear 

and it is seen as merely political.  This, however, is a simplistic position far from the truth.  Sen 

has pointed out that the capabilities approach provides at least a partial foundation for human 

rights.11  . 

  I have attempted to examine specifically this line of thought in providing some theoretical 

advances for development and women’s rights as human rights and more broadly the rights of 

minorities, children, the elderly and other demographic and socio-economic groups as human 

rights. Such a theory based on intersectionality broadly construed is highly policy-relevant, by 

relying on an explicitly dynamic social version of the capabilities approach called “the socially 

embedded capabilities” approach.  This version of the social capabilities approach extends 

important aspects of Sen’s characterization of development as freedom.12  This approach also has 

the virtue of being grounded in the ontology of difference that respects cultural differences and 

 
civilization. Thus capitalism which is a complex exploitative system must be transformed into a more harmonious 
people and nature oriented system. It has to be understood that capitalism which has created the ecological and other 
crises, is a global system and ultimately can only be defeated by a democratic global movement. Thus although I am 
critical of their insufficient appreciation of the political economy of complex exploitative global capitalism, I accept 
much of the post-development school’s criticism of development as expressed for example by the work of Escober, 
Rahnema and others. In fact, I have tried to make many of these cultural and ecological criticisms in addition to the 
critical political economy analysis of global capital, starting with Khan(1983) and continuing till now, without 
falling into the epistemological and ethical-political impasse of the post-development school. See Khan(1998,2009) 
for a sympathetic critique of post-structural and postmodern turns and their application in post-development thought, 
and an alternative critical positive construction of a dynamic democratic-participatory counterhegemonic 
development from below that can deepen with time. Richard Peet and Elaine Hartwick (2009) present a very fair 
summary of the various poststructuralist and post-developmentalist positions, ending with a thoughtful critique and 
defense of “critical modernism”. It may be that when the new pro-people and deeply democratic dynamic system is 
more visible than it is now, we could describe the emergent features more fully and find a term which is more 
adequate than “development”. I would like to keep that possibility open. On ecological crisis and capitalism in the 
21st century, see Li (2008), Khan and Lippit(1993 and 2007) and Khan (1997a,b,1998, 2010). 
 10. See World Conference on Human Rights, June 14–25, 1993, Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, ¶ 18, U.N. Doc. 
A/CONF.157/23 (July 12, 1993); see Also Micheline R. Ishay, The History of Human Rights: From Ancient Times to the Globalization Era 106–
112 (2004) (referencing a fairly comprehensive history of human rights including women’s rights and modern pioneers such as Mary Astell (1666–
1731), Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–1797), and Olympe de Gouge (1748–1793), who are important precursors of the belated recognition in Vienna). 
 11. Amartya Sen, Human Rights and Capabilities, 6 J. of Human Dev. 151, 151–52 (2005) [hereinafter Sen, Human Rights]; Amartya Sen, 
Elements of a Theory of Human Rights, 32 PHIL. & PUB. AFF. 315, 332–38 (2004) [hereinafter Sen, Elements]. See also Richard Miller, Globalizing 
Justice, Oxford University Press, 2009. 
 12. See Amartyan Sen, Development as Freedom 17-18 (1999) [hereinafter SEN, DEVELOPMENT] for a discussion on how the concept of 
personal “capabilities” interacts with development and individual freedoms. 
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nuances within a moral realist framework.13  An alternative set of economic and social policies 

with an enabling legal-political environment for advancing women’s rights and development 

follow logically from the approach developed here.14  In this paper by political economy, I mean 

the classical state and civil society—including their 20th century extensions—and their 

interactions.15  By social economy, I mean the underlying social basis of the political economy 

including the family structure and various overlapping communities in which the family and the 

individuals are embedded.16 

The SEC approach followed here makes the capabilities explicitly social and asks what 

concatenation of economic (real and financial) and other (e.g., political, social etc.) institutions 

will allow capabilities in general and of women and the minority groups in particular in the 

ASEAN to  both increase steadily.  In effect, as the following discussion makes clear, we are asking 

how can we increase and equalize real, positive freedom for individuals in specific social contexts?  

Taking the SEC theory as the central explanatory framework can help illuminate Foucault’s 

important insights about the societies of discipline and control that form a part of his critique of 

modernity.  From this point of view, such developments are consistent with the reproduction of 

the value form under the domination of capital.  Foucault shows how the discipline of the army 

 
 13. See Lila Abu-Lughod, Do Muslim Women Need Saving? (2013); Joseph E. Stiglitz, The Price of Inequality: How Today’s Divided Society 
Endangers the Future (2013); Glenn C. Loury, The Anatomy of Racial Inequality (2002); Richard N. Boyd, How to Be a Moral Realist, in ESSAYS 
ON MORAL REALISM 181 (Geoffrey Sayre-McCord ed., 1988); Félix Guattari & Suely Rolnik, Micropolítica: Cartografias Do Desejo (1986), 
Translated In Karel Clapshow & Brian Holmes, Molecular Revolution In Brazil (2008); Gilles Deleuze & Félix Guattari, Mille Plateaux (1980), 
Translated In Brian Massumi, A Thousand Plateaus (1987); Jacques Derrida, Positions (1972), Translated In Alan Bass, Positions (1981); Gilles 
Deleuze, Différence Et Repetition (1968), Translated In Paul Patton, Difference And Repetition (1994);  Cille Kennedy Et Al., Mental Health, 
Disabilities, And Women: A Policy Oriented Data Review, 8 J. Disability Policy Stud. 1–2 (1997); 
U.N. Centre for Reg’l Dev., Transitional Economies and Regional Economic Development Strategies: Lessons from Five Low-Income Developing 
Countries, 19 U.N. Centre  Reg’l Dev. Research Report  (Haider A. Khan & Asfaw Kumssa eds., Sept. 1996) [hereinafter UNCRD]. 
 14. The book by Lila Abu-Lughod in particular, based on her extensive fieldwork among the Bedouins, illustrates powerfully why a dynamic 
view of difference accepted with humility is so important for both the social scientist and the policymaker.  See Abu-Lughod, supra note 4.  This 
is also important with respect to creating applicable democratic theory for Islamic societies.  See id.  Refer to Nader Hashemi’s book on the 
important issues regarding Islam, secularism, and democracy. Nader Hashemi, Islam, Secularism, And Liberal Democracy: Toward A Democratic 
Theory For Muslim Societies (2009) .  An ontology of difference would suggest an endogenous generative power regarding democracy in Islamic 
societies that can be creative in its own way that is different from what happened elsewhere historically. 
 15. Haider A. Khan, Technology, Development And Democracy: Limits Of National Innovation Systems In The Age Of Postmodernism Ch. 7 
(1998) [Hereinafter Khan, Technology (1998)]for a discussion on “the classical idea of a polis for a modern polity.” 
 16. Here, we need to be mindful of Gayatri Spivak’s insightful remarks on “women’s rights as human rights” as a slogan only in Kolkata and 
the ontology of difference combined with actual involved fieldwork and participation in actual women’s movements from below.  Gayatri 
Chakravorty Spivak, Sunil Gangopadhyay Memorial Session - Kolkata Literary Meet 2013, YOUTUBE (Feb. 13, 2013), 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bI96CksnjEI.  Spivak’s remarks on human rights discourse in civil society as a sign of failure of both state and 
revolution point towards the need for deeper reflection, especially on the politics of the human rights discourse.  See id.  Clearly, one major evasion 
of mainstream human rights discourse is the suppression of class differences.  The differential ontology, based among other things on a radical 
political and social economy approach of differentiation, brings to light what is buried deep in the political unconscious–to use the term by Jameson–
by bourgeois humanism and presents the struggle for human rights of women as a differential struggle on the road to emancipation that cannot 
ignore the class differential among both men and women. Id.; see also Fredric Jameson, The Political Unconscious: Narrative As A Socially 
Symbolic Act (1981). 
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served as the model for discipline in the factory.17  In fact, for Foucault, this disciplinary mode of 

functioning will permeate virtually every institution with a more subtle and manipulative until a 

system of control can be developed.18 

Foucault’s concept of bio-power19 is a particularly powerful way of characterizing how the 

production and reproduction of life itself can become an object of control under capitalism.  In 

Discipline and Punish, Foucault analyzes in detail how the human body can be objectified.20  The 

fundamental goal of the disciplinary power was to create a “docile body”.21  At the same time, this 

docile body also needed to be a productive body.22   

In order to assess the critical reach of such a fully social capabilities perspective we need to 

go further and try to describe more concretely what some of the basic capabilities may be.23 

propose a flexible list. Ingrid Robeyns24 introduces a flexible list keeping concerns regarding 

women’s capabilities in clear focus. In the empirical sections of this paper we focus on indicators 

of three broad sets of SECs.  

There is by now compelling recorded evidence of discrimination against women almost 

everywhere in the world.  In developing countries, along with general discrimination, there are 

also important regional variations.  For example, even with great poverty, Sub-Saharan Africa 

shows less gender discrimination in basic health matters than the wealthy Indian state of the 

Punjab.  This also allows us to illustrate the severity of such discrimination in some Asian countries 

in particular. 

The female-male ratio in Sub-Saharan Africa is 102.2 to 100.25  The same ratio for many 

Asian, Latin American, and North African countries is much lower—in fact, the female percentage 

is less than male percentage.26  In order to dramatize the issue, Sen has expressed this gap as the 

 
17.See generally Michel Foucault, Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison 142 (2nd ed. 1977)  
18. Ibid. 
19.See Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality (Robert Hurley, trans. 1978); Michel Foucault, The Politics of Health in the Eighteenth Century, 
in POWER/KNOWLEDGE (Colin Gordon ed., 1980); Michel Foucault, Naissance de la biopolitique in DITS ET ECRITS (1994).  Foucault’s debt to 
Nietzsche as far as the exploration of biopower among other things, through a genealogical study is concerned, has been acknowledged by Foucault 
himself. 
20.Michel Foucault, Surveiller et Punir Naissance de la Prison (1975) translated in Alan Sheridan,  Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison 
(2d ed. 1997). 
21. Ibid. 
22. Ibid. 
23 Khan, (1998, 1991,2007, 2014) 
24 Robeyns, 2001 
25.Martha C. Nussbaum, Introduction, in Women, Culture, and Development: A Study of Human Capabilities 1, 3 (Martha C. Nussbaum & 
Jonathan Glover eds., 1995) [hereinafter Nussbaum, Introduction]. 
26.See Sen, Development as Freedom, supra note 3, at 104-05 (1999). 
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absolute number of “missing women.”27  Following this approach, in the 1990s, the number of 

missing women in Southeast Asia was 2.4 million; in Latin America it was 4.4 million; in North 

Africa, 2.4 million; in Iran, 1.4 million; in China 44 million; in India 36.7 million; in West Asia, 

4.3 million.28  According to Dreze and Sen, in India there are more girls dying than boys; i.e. 

mortality rates are higher for the girls.29  Additionally, the mortality rates are higher for women 

than men in all age groups until the late thirty.30  As Chen, Nussbaum, and others have pointed 

out, income poverty alone cannot explain this tragic fact.31  Social and political arrangements, 

including what commonly goes under the names of customs and culture, are also implicated.32  

The limits of cultural relativism become apparent in such a defining case as women’s mortality.  

Increasingly, the women and the poor themselves are speaking out and asking for solutions.33 

Does this imply that “enlightened” policy makers and foreign aid workers, including the 

NGOs, have the moral right to impose their policies on the women and minorities in poor 

communities?  Far from it.  What we really need are new institutions inclusive of women, led by 

them locally and working cooperatively with the other democratic institutions.  In other words, 

promotion of “deep democracy” at the local level with active participation and leadership from 

local women is a necessary condition. 

It is also an implication of this type of policy and institutional approach that a serious attempt 

must be made to collect and interpret the relevant information regarding the functionings and 

capabilities of women and other vulnerable groups.  Indicators such as life expectancy, females as 

a percentage of total population, and other demographic data are, needless to say, as relevant as 

ever.  Social indicators for education and rights to participate in social life are also crucial.  

Additionally, political indicators of democratic rights and democratic participation are of great 

importance.  Only when women have rights and are actually participating at all levels of political 

organization, and indeed leading many of them, is it possible to claim that positive political 

freedoms for women are an actuality. 

In the end, we must recognize both the ontological basis in differential social history of women 

 
27. Ibid. 
 28. Nussbaum, Introduction, supra note 139, at 3. 
 29. Amartya Sen, Women’s Survival as a Development Problem, 43 Bulletin of Amer. Acad. Of Arts & Scis.., 14, 16 (1989). 
 30. Ibid. at 16. 
 31. See Chen, supra note 135, at 52-53; Nussbaum, Introduction, supra note 139, at 3. 
 32. Nussbaum, Introduction, supra note 139, at 3-4. 
 33. Deepa Narayan et al., Can Anyone Hear Us? 273-83 (2000). 
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for a social capabilities approach to women’s human rights as freedom and its normative and 

practical policy implications.   

These do not cover all of the applicable areas, but are paradigmatic in the sense that the clear 

and present relevance of the approach logically leads to an agenda for action ranging from income 

transfers, public and private employment creation to political freedom and activism. 

Such freedom, as Sen points out has both an instrumental value and an ultimate value.34  

Instrumentally, freedom as social capabilities can lead to a further increase in productivity.35  Thus, 

even a hard-nosed, efficiency driven analysis must address this aspect as an empirical issue.  But 

how do we apply such an approach to the ASEAN countries with the Philippines as a pivotal case? 

This is the subject of the rest of this paper starting with the next section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 34. See Sen, Development, supra note 3, at 157-58. 
 35. Ibid. at 5. 



 
 

 
 

10 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

11 

3.   Basic Conditions Indicating GDP, Basic Capabilities and Inequalities in the Philippines 
and a Few Comparator ASEAN Economies 
 

 
Table 3.1: Data for the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia compared to Global and ASEAN 
Average (2019) 
 

 GDP/C
apita 

Life 
Expect
ancy 

M 
MR 

Fema
le 

Mort
ality 

Male 
Mort
ality 

Infan
t 

Mort
ality 

Unde
r-5 

Mort
ality 

Wa
ter 

Sanit
ation 

Safe 
Wat
er 

Undernour
ishment 

Unemplo
yment 

Global 
Avg.  72.20 168

.70 
139.9

5 
202.7

6 22.09 29.25 87.
44 75.52 81.4

7 11.25 7.51 

ASEA
N 

Avg. 
 72.74 92.

30 
110.3

5 
181.2

4 19.86 24.63 88.
84 79.81 58.1

2 10.26 4.17 

Philip
pines 

7599.1
88 69.09 114

.00 
135.6

5 
260.5

7 22.20 28.10 90.
50 74.98 

not 
repo
rted 

13.70 2.46 

Vietna
m 

6171.8
84 76.25 54.

00 65.70 180.5
2 16.70 20.90 91.

19 78.24 
not 
repo
rted 

10.80 2.05 

Indon
esia 

11188.
74 69.19 126

.00 
143.4

4 
203.9

9 21.40 25.40 89.
52 67.89 

not 
repo
rted 

7.70 4.35 

 
 We can scrutinize table 3.1 closely. The data in the table above show that despite the higher 

GDP per capita in Indonesia, the Philippines actually outperforms Indonesia on quite a few 

significant indicators such as lower female mortality rates, access to sanitation and even 

unemployment levels. However, it should be noted that the Philippines does see an above ASEAN 

and global average rate of undernourishment levels. In the next section, I will also deal with the 

problem of minorities in the Visayas and the problems of the Muslim minority in Mindanao in 

particular. 

 Vietnam on the other hand outperforms both of these countries in almost all of the indicators 

shown in table 3.1. Lest we judge them too harshly, we should recognize that when compared to 

ASEAN and global averages, these three countries see equal to or higher than average outcomes 

in most of these indicators in tables 3.1 above and 3.2 below. 
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Table 3.2:  Data for all ASEAN countries compared to ASEAN Average (2019) 

 GDP/Capita Life 
Expectancy 

MMR Female 
Mortality 

Male 
Mortality 

Infant 
Mortality 

Under-5 
Mortality 

Water Sanitation Safe 
Water 

Undernourishment  

Singapore 85535.38 82.80 10.00 38.60 63.02 2.20 2.80 100.00 100.00 100.00 not reported   
Brunei 71809.25 77.20 23.00 72.03 101.59 9.00 10.50 99.51 96.33 not 

reported 
2.60   

Malaysia 26824.08 75.30 40.00 83.97 156.53 6.70 7.90 96.43 99.57 92.15 2.90   
Thailand 16279.22 75.30 20.00 92.45 201.69 8.20 9.50 98.23 95.01 not 

reported 
9.00   

PH 7599.19 69.09 114.00 135.65 260.57 22.20 28.10 90.50 74.98 not 
reported 

13.70  

Indonesia 11188.74 69.19 126.00 143.44 203.99 21.40 25.40 89.52 67.89 not 
reported 

7.70  

Vietnam 6171.88 76.25 54.00 65.70 180.52 16.70 20.90 91.19 78.24 not 
reported 

10.80  

Laos 6397.36 66.68 197.00 169.60 213.84 48.60 63.40 80.45 72.59 not 
reported 

16.60  

Myanmar 5611.58 66.61 178.00 163.37 225.39 38.50 48.60 67.54 64.70 not 
reported 

10.50  

Cambodia 3651.72 68.98 161.00 138.69 205.32 25.10 29.20 74.97 48.83 24.10 18.50   
Average 24106.84 72.74 92.30 110.35 181.24 19.86 24.63 88.84 79.81 58.12 10.26  

  

 The table 3.2 above provides a broader look at some of the key economic and wellness 

indicators in the ASEAN region. This allows for a closer examination of the disparities that exist 

within the region and allows the reader to evaluate how access to basic needs and quality of life 

vary across the countries. Countries like Singapore, Brunei and Malaysia with higher GDPs per 

capita see higher life expectancies compared to the ASEAN average, while seeing lower mortality 

rates across the board. These countries also report access to water and sanitation to nearly all of 

their population while also reporting very low undernourishment levels.  

 Despite being a lot closer to the Philippines in terms of GDP per capita, Thailand significantly 

outperforms the former country in most of the indicators. Thailand’s performance is similar to the 

performance of Malaysia in a lot of the indicators except for undernourishment levels and male 

mortality rates (higher than ASEAN average). As discussed above, the Philippines, Vietnam and 

Indonesia report numbers comparable to the ASEAN average in most of the indicators, though 

Vietnam does perform better than the aforementioned two.  

 In terms of Laos and Myanmar, despite having comparable GDPs per capita to Vietnam, their 

indicator outcomes are a lot worse than Vietnam’s. Both these countries see significantly higher 

mortality rates compared to the ASEAN average (nearly double or triple in certain cases, like infant 

and under-5 mortality rates). While Cambodia outperforms Laos and Myanmar in terms of lower 
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mortality rates, they are significantly behind other ASEAN countries when it comes to access to 

water, sanitation and nutrition. 

 In table 3.3 below we capture data showing Real GDP, Capital Stock, Population, Depreciation 

& Investment (Savings) for the Philippines over the last 70 years. This data set allows us to take a 

long run view longitudinally. The graph that follows depicts the performance of macroeconomic 

aggregates for the Philippines under the somewhat favorable assumptions of the Solow model. 

 

Table 3.3: Data showing Real GDP, Capital Stock, Population, Depreciation & Investment 
(Savings) for the Philippines over the last 70 years 

 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 

Real GDP 39971.8 44179.4 46984.4 51192.0 55048.9 58905.9 63113.4 66269.1 68723.5 73281.7 

Capital 
Stock 

118374.2 123608.4 128342.5 135546.8 143684.0 152111.7 159804.9 169557.3 178821.5 189810.4 

Population 6.2 6.4 6.6 6.8 7.0 7.2 7.4 7.5 7.9 8.1 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment           

 
 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 

Real GDP 74333.6 78541.1 82398.1 88008.2 91163.8 96072.7 100280.2 105539.7 110799.1 116058.6 

Capital 
Stock 

198273.9 209003.1 219176.4 232451.9 247522.4 263495.3 278779.2 296089.6 312613.8 329617.7 

Population 7.9 8.6 8.9 9.3 9.8 9.6 10.2 10.7 10.6 10.4 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment           

 
 

 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Real GDP 120266.1 126794.9 133701.5 145626.4 150809.0 159203.0 173220.8 182925.2 192385.9 203237.3 

Capital 
Stock 

344116.1 360281.0 376019.6 392160.5 412930.7 444681.6 484404.1 524031.8 566740.3 615236.1 

Population 10.5 11.4 11.9 12.5 12.9 13.2 13.3 13.6 14.7 15.6 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment       28.4 27.5 26.4 24.5 
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 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Real GDP 213701.5 221017.1 229016.4 233309.6 216222.7 200424.2 207272.2 216209.0 230808.7 245131.1 

Capital 
Stock 

668092.6 728279.3 790085.6 857200.6 890868.5 899166.9 907631.8 920029.6 941289.6 975012.3 

Population 15.6 16.4 16.8 17.7 18.1 18.6 19.3 19.7 20.1 20.8 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 24.4 21.2 22.3 16.6 14.0 17.0 16.6 19.6 18.5 18.6 

 

 

 
 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Real GDP 533344.7 552863.8 589816.2 631481.0 670287.4 710950.7 759833.6 810624.8 

Capital Stock 1847604.3 1905357.3 1975235.5 2059986.4 2152660.8 2270546.0 2434715.0 2609006.8 

Population 34.3 35.4 35.8 36.3 36.8 37.8 39.6 38.9 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Investment 37.5 35.9 37.1 38.0 36.6 36.4   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Real GDP 252575.6 251114.9 251962.7 257295.0 268584.1 281150.3 297586.0 313016.9 311211.7 320803.0 

Capital 
Stock 

1017621.6 1045191.4 1075684.4 1111467.9 1151564.4 1192897.8 1242735.6 1301547.0 1330409.8 1363675.4 

Population 21.1 21.9 22.7 23.4 24.1 24.7 26.2 25.4 25.7 26.7 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 18.7 18.9 18.2 21.5 18.4 19.1 20.3 25.6 31.5 34.6 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Real GDP 334954.3 344647.8 357213.3 374968.2 400082.1 419196.7 441175.0 470366.1 489899.3 495524.9 

Capital 
Stock 

1406424.1 1442709.6 1478991.0 1519548.6 1558886.5 1597737.5 1641676.3 1689737.5 1739044.5 1782870.4 

Population 26.5 28.1 28.9 29.5 30.4 31.0 31.2 32.0 32.5 33.3 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 35.9 36.7 36.9 37.3 38.6 38.1 37.6 36.8 38.4 39.9 
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Figure 3.1: Solow Growth Model for the Philippines: Time trends of the key variables   

 
 The tables accompanying the Solow Growth model for the Philippines show a continuous 

increase in capital stock over the last 70 years. There has also been a steady rise in real GDP 

following the trends in the rise in capital stock. The population has also been increasing steadily, 

however the investment (and savings) levels have stayed relatively the same over the last 40 years. 

 We can compare the Philippines’ performance with that of Vietnam by examining table 3.4 

and graph 3.2 below. 

 

Table 3.4: Data showing Real GDP, Capital Stock, Population, Depreciation & Investment 
(Savings) for Vietnam over the last 50 years 
 

 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Real GDP 40148.2 41675.8 42493.0 41889.1 42928.7 44210.7 49073.3 55728.7 56714.8 60524.6 

Capital 
Stock 

63341.4 65246.5 67291.4 69314.0 71470.3 73765.4 76547.1 79965.7 83421.9 87186.1 

Population 18.1 18.6 19.0 19.5 19.9 20.6 20.8 21.6 21.9 22.1 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment           
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 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Real GDP 58408.3 61794.3 66830.7 71571.1 77581.1 81940.7 84691.6 86850.3 91279.6 95558.7 

Capital 
Stock 90643.9 94373.9 98518.1 102977.2 108023.2 113315.3 118480.9 124402.6 129994.4 134881.7 

Population 22.9 23.9 24.8 25.7 26.7 27.5 29.0 29.7 30.2 30.6 
Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment           
 

 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Real GDP 100433.1 106419.8 115620.9 124954.6 135999.3 148974.3 162888.6 176166.7 186321.7 195214.4 
Capital 
Stock 144139.9 151858.5 165227.9 184449.5 209384.0 238015.7 270616.0 306155.6 345603.5 383972.1 

Population 31.8 32.5 33.2 34.2 34.9 35.9 36.6 36.8 38.1 39.2 
Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Investment      20.7 22.0 24.5 27.9 35.8 

 
 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Real GDP 334954.3 344647.8 357213.3 374968.2 400082.1 419196.7 441175.0 470366.1 489899.3 495524.9 

Capital 
Stock 

1406424.1 1442709.6 1478991.0 1519548.6 1558886.5 1597737.5 1641676.3 1689737.5 1739044.5 1782870.4 

Population 26.5 28.1 28.9 29.5 30.4 31.0 31.2 32.0 32.5 33.3 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 35.9 36.7 36.9 37.3 38.6 38.1 37.6 36.8 38.4 39.9 

 
 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Real GDP 402357.7 427466.2 449896.8 474289.7 502669.5 536244.3 569549.4 608348.4 

Capital Stock 
1105674.1 1180724.3 1255547.4 1327308.3 1409754.0 1504216.9 1613872.3 1743823.3 

Population 48.9 50.5 51.3 52.1 52.7 52.7 53.1 53.4 
Depreciation 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Investment 29.0 33.3 31.4 32.0 28.8 30.2   
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Figure 3.2: Solow Growth Model for Vietnam : Time trends of the key variables   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The tables accompanying the Solow Growth model for Vietnam show a sharp increase in 

capital stock over the last 50 years. There has also been a steady rise in real GDP. The population 

has also increased significantly in this period, nearly tripling during this time. As for investment 

(savings) levels, they peaked around 1999, but dipped back down again around the 2010s.Thus 

investment volatility is higher in Vietnam but the extent of investment is also higher. 

 We have also carried out the same longitudinal macroeconomic analysis for Indonesia using 

60 years of time-series observations. 

Table 3.5: Data showing Real GDP, Capital Stock, Population, Depreciation & Investment 
(Savings) for Indonesia over the last 60 years 
 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 

Real GDP 154533.4 167217.2 166963.2 160509.6 167973.0 169949.2 174691.9 177063.3 189315.5 190501.2 

Capital 
Stock 

688320.3 692217.7 695158.2 692044.9 692205.9 693971.8 699278.3 699976.9 709573.3 724374.6 

Population 30.0 30.8 31.3 31.9 32.4 33.0 33.6 34.2 34.8 35.5 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment           
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 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Real GDP 441262.7 476266.6 486933.7 529662.6 566605.2 580559.3 614670.1 644946.1 682223.1 744200.5 

Capital 
Stock 

1568396.1 1718918.0 1888637.6 2058726.9 2205361.0 2359604.5 2525967.5 2694885.5 2883094.3 3103041.0 

Population 51.8 54.1 58.3 58.8 60.3 63.1 69.2 71.4 73.6 74.6 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 14.2 9.4 18.3 20.4 18.7 17.7 23.1 24.1 27.9 27.0 

 
 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Real GDP 811194.3 883617.3 947418.9 1016141.3 1092758.0 1182584.3 1275038.9 1334961.1 1159727.1 1168900.1 

Capital 
Stock 

3363640.3 3658753.8 3948049.5 4247122.0 4595860.5 5003185.5 5477994.5 5999191.0 6244982.0 6403624.0 

Population 77.1 77.7 79.8 80.5 83.3 81.2 86.7 87.9 88.4 89.0 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 26.1 28.8 23.4 24.0 22.3 21.9 23.2 16.9 7.3 22.2 

 
 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Real GDP 1226412.8 1271096.8 1328289.4 1391786.5 1461805.6 1545019.9 1630010.8 1733435.3 1837678.9 1922742.6 

Capital 
Stock 

6613553.5 6840541.0 7089346.0 7340324.5 7670794.0 8057648.5 8449666.0 8893906.0 9411333.0 9932837.0 

Population 89.9 90.8 91.6 92.8 93.7 94.1 95.7 100.3 103.1 105.6 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 22.4 19.7 24.4 19.0 20.6 22.4 20.4 20.6 25.6 33.6 

 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Real GDP 204729.5 219070.8 239693.9 266796.2 287182.3 301484.1 322225.7 350473.8 377971.2 401596.8 

Capital 
Stock 

750472.6 785800.6 830627.7 885056.5 952186.1 1030192.8 1111525.5 1207322.4 1318651.1 1431678.3 

Population 36.1 37.2 38.4 40.1 42.0 44.5 47.4 48.5 52.0 51.2 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment           

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Real GDP 2042411.4 2168423.8 2299180.8 2426952.3 2548461.8 2672733.0 2807259.3 2949522.0 

Capital 
Stock 

10508356.0 11143637.0 11846294.0 12578559.0 13337475.0 14133388.0 14961864.0 15846835.0 

Population 109.2 110.9 112.3 114.6 116.8 117.5 120.0 122.6 

Depreciation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Investment 34.1 33.2 31.5 32.2 33.0 33.3   
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Figure 3.3: Solow Growth Model for Indonesia: Time trends of the key variables   

 
 
 The tables accompanying the Solow Growth model for Indonesia show a sharp, continuous 

increase in capital stock over the last 60 years, with a small dip in 1996. There has also been a 

steady rise in real GDP mimicking this pattern. The population has increased significantly during 

this period, quadrupling during this time. Investment (savings) levels have fluctuated overtime, 

most notably dipping around the early 80’s, late 90’s and early 2000’s. 

We now turn to the important issue of socially embedded capabilities as proxied by 

incomes and income inequality. 

Table 3.6: Income and Population data displaying levels of Income inequality in the 
Philippines 

Percentage of Income Cumulative % of Income % of Population 
0 0 0 

5.69 5.69 20 
9.28 14.97 40 
13.48 28.45 60 
20.68 49.13 80 
50.88 100.01 100 
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Table 3.7. Income and Population data displaying levels of Income inequality in Vietnam 
Percentage of Income Cumulative % of Income % of Population 

0 0 0 
6.9 6.9 20 

11.87 18.77 40 
16.32 35.09 60 
22.41 57.5 80 
42.5 100 100 

 
Table 3.8. Income and Population data displaying levels of Income inequality in Indonesia 

Percentage of Income Cumulative % of Income % of Population 
0 0 0 

8.07 8.07 20 
12.28 20.35 40 
16.6 36.95 60 
23.05 60 80 
39.99 99.99 100 

 
Figure 3.4: Lorenz Curve for the Philippines, Vietnam & Indonesia

 
The Lorenz curve depicts income inequality, where the x-axis shows the cumulative 

percentage of total population and the y-axis shows the cumulative percentage of total income. 

The blue line denotes the perfect equality where the same portion of the population controls the 

same portion of wealth. Looking at the data and the curves, the Philippines sees a lot more 
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inequality than Vietnam and Indonesia comparatively. Though, 20% of the population of 

Vietnam and Indonesia hold a higher concentration of wealth compared to the Philippines, at the 

60% to 80% population mark, both of these countries gain better distributions of wealth 

comparatively.  

However, it is time now to leave the world of aggregates and focus on specific indicators of 

basic capabilities, and where possible, gender and region-specific ethnic differences. 
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4.    Some Indicators of Basic Capabilities in ASEAN Countries—with Emphasis on the 
Gender and Region-Specific Ethnic Differences for the Philippines in Particular 
 
Table 4.1: Mean Years of Completed Schooling, Population Aged 25-29, by Gender 

 1960 2010 

 Male Female M-F 
Ratio Male Female M-F 

Ratio 
Southeast  

Asia 2.7 1.4 1.3 8.9 9.1 (0.2) 

Brunei 
Darussalam 4.4 1.7 2.7 9.4 9.7 (0.2) 

Cambodia 2.5 0.5 2.1 6.2 4.5 1.7 
Indonesia 2.2 0.8 1.3 9.3 9.2 0.2 
Lao PDR 2.5 0.4 2.1 5.8 5.1 0.7 
Malaysia 4.3 1.6 2.8 12.1 12.6 (0.5) 
Myanmar 1.6 1.0 0.7 5.8 6.9 (1.1) 
Philippines 3.4 2.7 0.7 9.0 9.8 (0.8) 
Singapore 5.1 2.4 2.7 14.3 14.5 (0.2) 
Thailand 3.5 2.8 0.7 10.1 10.9 (0.9) 
Viet Nam 3.1 1.4 1.7 8.5 8.4 0.1 

Source: Asian Development Bank, January 2020  
 

The table 4.1 above shows that all across Southeast Asia, the mean years of schooling 

have increased significantly since the 1960s, with countries like Singapore and Malaysia seeing 

over 12 years of schooling and countries like Brunei, Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand seeing 

over 9 years of schooling. On the other hand, Myanmar, Lao and Cambodia have reported 

smaller numbers in comparison.  

As for the gender disparity in schooling, while the overall gender gap in schooling has 

fallen, it varies from country to country in the region. Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, Lao and 

Vietnam all significantly reduced the gender gap in schooling. However, in Thailand, Philippines 

and Myanmar this increased quite a bit since the 1960s. In all three of these countries, women 

are less likely to have almost a year of education compared to their male counterparts. Cambodia 

and Myanmar see the worst numbers in terms of gender disparities in schooling, with the former 

finding women in school for less than 2 years than men. While Cambodia has improved since the 

60’s, there is still a lot of strides to be made in terms of accessibility to education for women. 
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Figure 4.1. Literacy Rates by Gender 

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates using data from United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization Institute for Statistics (UIS). UIS Stat Database. 
https://data.uis.unesco.org/ (accessed 1 April 2019). 
 

This graph shows men having consistently higher literacy rates than women across 

Southeast Asia, though this gap seems to have been decreasing over the last 20 years indicating a 

positive trend. 

 

Figure 4.2: Labor Force Participation in Asia and the Pacific as a part of population and a 
percentage of gender 
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Source: World bank Open data, “Labor Force Participation Rates (ILO Estimates)” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on 
Accessed on June 18, 2020 

 
The first graph depicts male and female labor force participation across South East Asia 

over the last 30 years. South East Asia has seen a decrease in female labor force participation 

during this time, though this varies from country to country. Countries like Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia seeing a significantly lower decrease than Lao, Thailand, Myanmar or Singapore. 

Though on par with the world average, the region has seen lower decreases than East Asia but 

significantly higher than South Asia (where the labor force participation for women were low to 

begin with). 

The second graph which looks at the female labor force participation as a percentage of 

the female population sees a small increase in some of the South East Asian countries like 

Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore but overall it appears to be relatively unchanged 

across the board. 

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on
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Figure 4.3: Share of Vulnerable Employment of Women (% of total female employment) 

 
Source: Asian Development Bank calculations using data from International Labour 
Organization. ILOSTAT. https://www.ilo.org/ilostat/ (accessed 1 March 2019) 
 

This graph looked at the percentages of employed women who have been vulnerably 

employed over the last 30 years all across Asia.  South East Asia saw this number decrease from 

nearly 70% to 50% from the 90’s. Though there are still more women in vulnerable employment 

compared to the world, Central Asian and East Asian average, Southeast Asian employed 

women are comparatively faring better today than South Asian and Pacific women. 

 

https://www.ilo.org/ilostat/
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Figure 4.4: Women’s Time Spent on Unpaid Care and Domestic Work , 2010 – 2017 (ratio 
of men’s time) 

Sources: Asian Development Bank and UN Women, 2018. Gender Equality and the Sustainable 
Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific. Bangkok; United Nations, Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, Statistics Division. Gender Statistics. https://genderstats.un.org/ (accessed 20 May 2019); 
and OECD. OECD Statistics. https://stats.oecd.org/ (accessed 15 August 2019) 
 

This graph looked at the amount of time that women in some key developing nations 

spent on unpaid care and domestic work. When it comes to some of the Southeast Asian 

countries, the numbers vary as, Cambodian women spend nearly 10 hours whereas Laotian, Thai 

and Malay people spend nearly 4 hours compared to the 2 hour OECD average. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://genderstats.un.org/
https://stats.oecd.org/
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Figure 4.5: Decisions on Major Household Purchases, Selected Developing Asian 
Economies (% of women who make decisions on major household purchases by themselves 
or jointly with husband/partner) 

Source: United States Agency for International Development. Demographic and Health Surveys. 
https://statcompiler.com/en/ (accessed 3 January 2020) 
 
 

This graph depicting women’s financial agency within their household across a few key 

developing nations over the last 20 years shows that Cambodian and Filipino women have 

increased their decision-making power from 80% to above 90% since the early 2000s. In 

Indonesia, the women have had consistently had 80% decision making power (with a small dip 

in 2017). Myanmar reports 70%, making it the lowest of the Southeast Asian countries on this 

list. Compared to a lot of the other Asian countries, Southeast Asian women display a lot more 

financial decision-making power in their households. The Philippines performs well here; but for 

2017---the latest year for which data are available---Cambodia and East Timor also perform well. 

In fact they perform better than the Philippines in this important dimension of SEC for women. 

https://statcompiler.com/en/
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Figure 4.6: Proportion of Seats Held by Women in National Parliaments (%) 

 
Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union. Women in Parliament Database. http://archive.ipu.org/wmn-
e/classif.htm (accessed 7 June 2019) 
 
 

This table depicting the proportion of elected seats held by women and how it changed 

over the last 20 years show that within Asia the patterns are mostly similar everywhere. Most 

places still don’t see more than 20% female political representation, though there have been a 

steady 10% increase in most places including Central, South and Southeast Asia.36 

 

 
36 See also Joshi and Kingma,(2013) 

http://archive.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
http://archive.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
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Figure 4.7: Attitudes towards Women as Political Leaders, 2010-2014 (%) 

 
Source: Institute for Comparative Survey Research. World Values Survey. 
http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSContents.jsp (accessed 23 August 2019). 
 

This table shows that overall in Southeast Asian countries attitudes towards female 

political leaders varied significantly. In Malaysia and the Philippines more people were likely to 

have a strong opinion on having male leaders, and it appears Malaysia had also disagreed with 

this statement the least of all the Southeast Asian nations. Singapore appeared to have a more 

positive attitude towards having female leaders in comparison. 

The Tables and Charts below give a fuller picture of women’s socio-economic-cultural 

conditions in health functionings by referring to data that are specific to this important area of 

SEC for the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia, Vietnam. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSContents.jsp
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Tables and Charts specific to Health Indicators for the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand,  

and Malaysia, Vietnam: 

Table 4.2. Ratio of Male to Female, at birth and total (2018) 

 Ratio of Male to Female (at birth) Ratio of Male to Female (total) 

Philippines 1.05 1.01 

Indonesia 1.05 1.00 

Thailand 1.05 0.96 

Malaysia 1.07 1.03 

Vietnam 1.09 1.01 

Source: Central Intelligence Agency, “World Factbook: Sex Ratio” 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/351.html Accessed on June 
16, 2020 
Table 4.3. Life Expectancy at Birth by Gender (1990 and 2019) 

 Male (1990)  Female (1990) Male (2018) Female (2018) 

Philippines 63.3 69.6 67.1 75.4 

Indonesia 60.3 63.6 69.4 73.7 

Thailand 67.2 73.4 73.2 80.7 

Malaysia 69.0 72.9 74.1 78.2 

Vietnam 66.0 75.1 71.2 79.4 

Source: Worldbank Open data , “ Life Expectancy at birth” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country= 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/351.html
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country=
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Table 4.4. Adult and Infant Mortality Rates by Gender per 1000 (2018) 

 Adult Male  Adult Female  Ratio (M:F) Infant 
Male 

Infant 
Female 

Ratio 
(M:F) 

Philippines 235.1 130.9 1.80 25.0 19.8 1.26 

Indonesia 177.5 125.7 1.41 23.5 18.6 1.26 

Thailand 186.9 78.0 2.39 8.6 6.9 1.24 

Malaysia 160.4 84.3 1.91 7.2 6.1 1.20 

Vietnam 188.6 76.4 2.47 18.7 14.1 1.32 

Source: World bank Open data , “ Adult Mortality Rates per 1000 adults”, “Infant mortality 
Rates” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country= 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 
 
Table 4.5. Measures of Fertility 

 
Adolescent fertility 

rate per 1000 
women 

Fertility rates 
(births per 

woman) 

Wanted Fertility 
Rate (births per 

woman) 
Philippines 54.8 2.60 2.0 

Indonesia 46.9 2.30 2.1 

Thailand 44.7 1.50  

Malaysia 13.5 2.00  

Vietnam 29.2 2.00  

Source: Worldbank Open data , “ Adolescent Fertility Rates”, “Fertility Rates” “Wanted Fertility 
Rates” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country= 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country=
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country=
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Table 4.6. Maternal Health Data 

 

Maternal 
Mortality Ratio 

per 100,000 
births (2011) 

Lifetime 
Risk of 

Maternal 
Death % 

(2017) 

Percentage of 
Women aged 15-

49 attending 
antenatal 

pregnancy care 
at least 4 times  

Births 
Attended by 

Skilled 
Health Staff 

(2013) 

Access to 
Reproductive 

Rights 

Philippines 220.0 0.3 86.5% [2017] 72.8 Prohibited 
Altogether 

Indonesia 313.0 
0.4 

77.4% [2013] 
87.4 Accepted for 

maternal/fetal 
health and in 
cases of rape  

Thailand  
0.1 

90.8% [2016] 
99.6 Accepted to 

preserve health 
(incl. mental 
health) 

Malaysia 26.2 
0.1 

 
98.8 Accepted to 

preserve health 
(incl. mental 
health) 

Vietnam 67.0 0.1 73.7% [2014] 93.8 Available on 
request 

Source: Center of Reproductive Rights, “The World’s Abortion Laws” 
https://reproductiverights.org/worldabortionlaws 
Source: Worldbank Open data , “ Maternal Mortality Rates”, “Birth Attended by Skilled Staff” 
“Lifetime Risk of Maternal Death” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country= 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 
Source: UNICEF DATA, “Antenatal Care,” https://data.unicef.org/topic/maternal-
health/antenatal-care/, October, 2019. Accessed, June 16, 2020. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://reproductiverights.org/worldabortionlaws
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country=
https://data.unicef.org/topic/maternal-health/antenatal-care/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/maternal-health/antenatal-care/
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Table 4.7. Vaccination and Nutrition Data by Gender 

 

Likelihood of 
outcome ‘access’ 

(not being 
vaccinated) between 

girls and boys 

Female 
Malnutrition 
prevalence, 

height for age 
(% of children 

under 5) 
 

Male 
Malnutrition 
prevalence, 

height for age 
(% of children 

under 5) 

Philippines 0.92 32.1 [2015] 33.9 [2015] 

Indonesia 1.01   

Thailand  9.4 [2016] 11.5 [2016] 

Malaysia    

Vietnam 0.66 21.6 [2010] 23.7 [2010] 

Source: Swiss Centre for International Heath in partnership with WHO, “Gender and 
Immunisation – Summary Report for SAGE,” 
https://www.who.int/immunization/sage/1_immunization_gender_reports_without_graphics.pdf, 
November, 2010. Accessed, June 16, 2020. 
Vaccinations, Female to Male Ratio 
Source: Worldbank Open data , “ Malnutrition Prevalance, height for age, female (% of children 
under 5)” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country= 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 
 
Figure 4.8. Child and Adolescent Nutrition Status, Underweight by Gender (South East Asia) 

 

Source: Global Nutrition Report, https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-
profiles/asia/south-eastern-asia/#profile Accessed, June 16, 2020. 
 
 

https://www.who.int/immunization/sage/1_immunization_gender_reports_without_graphics.pdf
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.DYN.LE00.MA.IN&country=
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-profiles/asia/south-eastern-asia/#profile
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-profiles/asia/south-eastern-asia/#profile
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Figure 4.9. Anemia in Women of Reproductive Age in South East Asia 

 

Source: Source: Global Nutrition Report, https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-
profiles/asia/south-eastern-asia/#profile Accessed, June 16, 2020. 
 

The Tables and Charts below give a fuller picture of women’s socio-economic-cultural 

conditions in educational functionings by referring to data that are specific to this area of SEC 

for the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia, Vietnam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-profiles/asia/south-eastern-asia/#profile
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/nutrition-profiles/asia/south-eastern-asia/#profile
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Tables and Charts specific to Education Indicators for the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Thailand, and Malaysia, Vietnam: 

Table 4.8. Female to Male in Gross Secondary Enrollment and Lower Secondary 
Completion Rates as a percentage of relevant age group 

 

Female Gross 
Secondary 

School 
Enrollment 
Rate (2017) 

Male Gross 
Secondary 

School 
Enrollment 
Rate (2017) 

Female to 
Male Ratio 

Female 
L.S. School 
Completion 

Rate (%) 
(2015) 

Male Gross 
L.S.  

School 
Completion 

Rate (%) 
(2015) 

Philippines 90.6 82.0 1.10 87.9% 78.0% 

Indonesia 88.2 86.0 1.02 96.0% 87.4% 

Thailand 114.4 119.0 0.96 79.7% 77.8% 

Malaysia 88.0 83.1 1.05 90.2% 82.5% 

Vietnam    100.2% 100.4% 

Source: World bank Open data , “ Gross Secondary School Enrollment Rates”, “Lower 
Secondary School Completion Rate” https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-
statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 

Table 4.9. Youth and Adult Literacy Rates  

 

Youth Female 
Literacy Rate 

(15 -24) 
(2018) 

Youth Male 
Literacy 

Rate (15 -24) 
(2018) 

Female to 
Male 
Ratio 

Adult 
Female 

Literacy 
Rate (25+) 

(2018) 

Adult Male 
Literacy 

Rate (25+) 
(2018) 

Female to 
Male Ratio  

Philippines 99.3% (2015) 98.9% (2015) 1.00 98.2%(2015) 98.1%(2015) 1.00 

Indonesia 99.7% 99.7% 1.00 94.0% 97.3% 0.96 

Thailand 98.6% 97.7% 1.00 92.4% 95.2% 0.97 

Malaysia 97.0% 96.7% 1.00 93.5% 96.1% 0.97 

Vietnam 98.4% 98.5% 0.99 93.6% 96.5% 0.96 

Source: World bank Open data , “ Youth Literacy Rates”, “Adult Literacy Rates” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 

 

 

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on
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Table 4.10.  Educational Attainment by Gender (2016) 

 

Female, 
at least 
primar

y 
(2016) 

Male, 
at least 
primar

y 
(2016) 

Female, 
at least 
upper-

secondar
y (2016) 

Male, 
at least 
upper-

secondar
y (2016) 

Female, 
at least 
post-

secondar
y (2010) 

Male, 
at least 
post-

secondar
y 

Female, 
at least 

Bachelor’
s (2016) 

Male, at 
least 

Bachelor’
s  

(2016) 

Female 
at least 
Master’

s 
(2016) 

Male, at 
least 

Master’
s 

Philippine

s 
85.8% 82.3% 

  32.2% 30.3% 18.8% 13.2% 0.5% 0.2% 

Indonesia 76.6% 84.0% 29.8% 37.8%   8.5% 9.1% 0.4% 0.7% 

Thailand 62.1% 69.7% 31.8% 33.5% 13.4% 12.3% 16.3% 13.2% 2.3% 1.9% 

Malaysia 91.9% 95.9% 58.6% 58.1% 15.7% 17.0% 12.3% 10.4% 1.6% 1.6% 

Vietnam           

Source: World bank Open data, “Educational Attainment,” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 

The Tables and Charts below give a fuller picture of women’s socio-economic-cultural 

conditions by referring to data that are specific to access to resources for the Philippines, 

Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia, Vietnam. 

 Tables and Charts specific to Access to Resources for the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, 

and Malaysia, Vietnam: 

Table 4.11. Data on Female Share of the Labor Force compared to the Male Share of 
Labor Force at different education levels 

 

F. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate 
(2018) 

M. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate 
(2018) 

Ratio 
of 

Fema
le to 
Male 
LFPR 

% 

F. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate as 

% of F. 
pop (2018) 

M. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate as 
% of M. 

pop (2018) 

F. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate w/ 

basic 
education 

(2016) 

M. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate w/ 

basic 
education 

(2016) 

F. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate w/ 
advanced 
education 

(2016) 

M. Labor 
Force 

Participati
on Rate w/ 
advanced 
education 

(2016) 
Philippin

es 
27.2% 43.7% 

62.6% 45.4% 72.5% 45.5% 79.1% 56.7% 71.5% 

Indonesi

a 
38.1% 56.7% 

64.7% 53.2%% 82.2% 44.9% 77.6% 79.9% 91.7% 

Thailand 34.1% 49.1% 78.0% 59.7% 76.5% 60.9% 78.2% 83.0% 85.9% 

Malaysia 35.9% 51.0% 68.7% 55.2% 80.4% 47.5% 86.4% 65.9% 72.9% 

Vietnam 53.6% 59.2% 87.4% 71.2% 81.5% 75.2% 83.1% 52.9% 87.8% 

Source: World bank Open data, “Labor Force Participation Rates” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/Type/TABLE/preview/on
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on
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Table 4.12. Share of Unemployment by Gender (2018) 

 

Female 
Unemployment 

as a % of F. 
Labor Force 

Male 
Unemployment 

as a % of M. 
Labor Force 

Ratio of 
Female to 

Male 
Unemployment 

Philippines 2.7% 2.1% 1.20 

Indonesia 4.2% 4.5% 0.93 

Thailand 0.7% 0.8% 0.88 

Malaysia 3.6% 3.1% 1.16 

Vietnam 2.1% 1.9% 1.10 

Source: World bank Open data, “Unemployment Rates,” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 

Table 4.13. Data on Women’s Decision-Making Power 

 

% of women 
participating in 
own healthcare 

decisions 

% of women 
participating 
in household 

purchases 
decisions 

% of women 
participating 
in healthcare, 

household 
purchases, 

visiting family 
decisions 

Philippines 95.8%  89.1% 85.0% 

Indonesia 88.3%  76.3% 68.2% 

Source: World bank Open data, “Unemployment Rates,” 
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on 
Accessed on June 16, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/gender-statistics/preview/on
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Table 4.14. Data on Women in business and the private sector 

 

Source: ASEAN Secretariat of Jakarta, “Projected Gender Impact of the ASEAN Economic 
Community”  https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-
Economic-Community.pdf. Accessed, June 17, 2020. 
 

Table 4.15. Women’s Access to finance in ASEAN Member States 

 

Source: ASEAN Secretariat of Jakarta, “Projected Gender Impact of the ASEAN Economic 
Community”  https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-
Economic-Community.pdf. Accessed, June 17, 2020. 

https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-Economic-Community.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-Economic-Community.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-Economic-Community.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-Economic-Community.pdf


 
 

 
 

39 

Table 4.16. Women’s Equality and Access to Institutions 

 

Source: ASEAN Secretariat of Jakarta, “Projected Gender Impact of the ASEAN Economic 
Community”  https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-
Economic-Community.pdf. Accessed, June 17, 2020. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-Economic-Community.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/Projected-Gender-Impact-of-ASEAN-Economic-Community.pdf
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5.    A Comparative and Historical Analysis of Inequality of Capabilities in the 

Philippines  

 

5.1 A comparative and historical view 

Taking a comparative and historical look at Southeast Asian countries, we observe that 

the Philippines was the first democracy in Asia. Historically, it also has been a country with one 

of the highest---if not always the highest---- literate and English-speaking populations in the 

region. It is also ranked now as the fifth highest in the ASEAN on the GDP scale.37 However, it 

has dismal records in most social well-being variables---particularly for the minorities. 

Comparing four Southeast Asian countries, Figure 5.1 shows where the Philippines is on the 

chart. It is remarkable that although Vietnam has a lower GDP, it has lower mortality rates than 

the Philippines. Since the SECA emphasizes the socially embedded capabilities of a person, the 

fact that mortality rates are high is a cause of concern. The lack of fulfilment of basic needs can 

be a determinant on the increase in mortality rates. Indeed, the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic exposed the problem that people’s basic needs have been unmet.38 In a highly unequal 

society, the Khan-Thorbecke Dual-Dual (Under)Development thesis39 recognizes the increasing 

gap between the rich and the poor in both rural and urban areas. The theory covers the 

coexistence of superior versus inferior modes of production and the divide between wealthy 

elites versus the illiterate poor. In the Philippines, where 53% of the nation’s population still 

lives in rural settings and rely on agriculture, lack of access to basic needs remains an urgent 

issue.40  

 
37International Monetary Fund. (2019) World Economic Outlook Database 2019. 
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&sc
sm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C5
34%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2C
LP&grp=0&a=  Accessed June 5, 2020 
38Beltran, M. (2020) “Basic Needs Unmet in the Philippines While Duterte Exploits Emergency Powers.” The News 
Lens. https://international.thenewslens.com/article/133208 Accessed June 5, 2020. 
39 Khan (1983), Khan and Thorbecke (1988,1989); Thorbecke and Stifel (200x; Khan (2006) and (2014). 
40World Bank. Databank.  
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?end=2018&locations=PH&start=2018&view=bar Accessed 
June 5, 2020 

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://international.thenewslens.com/article/133208
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?end=2018&locations=PH&start=2018&view=bar
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Figure 5.1: Comparison of well-being variables across four SE Asian countries 

 
 
 
Source: UN Statistics Division https://unstats.un.org/home/ Accessed June 5, 2020 

 
The Dual-Dual (Under)Development theory predicts that absent countervailing policies,  

the gap between the rich and the poor will only widen over time. This is true when comparing 

income mobility in urban versus rural areas. Figure 5.2 shows that urban areas such as the 

National Capital Region (NCR) and rich regions that rely on tourism such as Region 7 (Central 

Visayas) have continued to get richer. On the flip side, rural areas such as Cordillera 

Administrative Region (CAR) or agriculture dependent Region 8 (Eastern Visayas) experienced 

no growth or negative mobility. 
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Figure 5.2: Income mobility 2009 - 2018 

 
Source: Growth rate calculated from raw data from Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA) http://www.psa.gov.ph/ Accessed June 5, 2020 

 

However, what is even more troubling is the fact that inequality goes beyond 

geographical features. Religious, ethnic, and gender differences have played significant roles in 

institutionalizing inequality and this hindered the equal development of people’s capabilities. 

Since the focus of this paper is to show that institutional power and capacity coupled with 

practical ideology are keys to pursuing equitable development from the perspective of people’s 

functionings and capabilities, I  examine some non-income indicators to show that institutions in 

the Philippines have been biased in favor of certain regions and communities. According to the 
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SECA, a country’s performance is not to be assessed only on or the level of wealth of a country 

but on how well it can provide its citizens resources and opportunities for development as 

enhancements of concrete positive freedoms. Institutionalized inequality on religious and ethnic 

lines underlines some important failures of the Philippines. 

5.2 Surveying National and Regional Inequality of Capabilities Based on Non-

income Variables with Emphasis on Mindanao and the Visayas 

Since the Philippines gained independence from Spain in 1898, the national government 

gave development investments and government services to the Christian population and started a 

resettlement program where Christians from other provinces could relocate and exploit the lands 

including Mindanao for agricultural purposes.41 With its rich mineral resources and fertile 

agricultural lands located below the typhoon belt, Mindanao was naturally a favorable location 

for foreign investment. In Mindanao, a predominantly Muslim province, Muslim leaders were 

replaced since the Christian settlers preferred Christian politicians. This caused the Muslim 

population (Moros) to fall behind and they were ranked among the poorest in their own territory 

by the 1960s.42 However, the bias against Muslims has spread to other provinces. In 2017, 

Philippine officials proposed imposing a mandatory identification system for Muslims in Central 

Luzon as part of counterterrorism initiatives.43 As Figure 5.3 shows, Muslims in the Philippines 

have experienced higher inequality than any other social group. While literacy inequality may 

have gone down, there has been very little improvement in access to schools, safe water, and 

sanitation for Muslims. Perhaps attempts by the Department of Education to mainstream the 

national curriculum and fund madrassahs have contributed to the improvement of literacy rates 

among the Muslim population.44 The Senate also passed the Non-formal education Act in 2010 

to increase literacy rates throughout the country.45  

 

 
41 Vellema, Borras, and Lara, p. 301, (2011) 
42 Ibid, p. 308 
43 Condes, C. H. (2017) “Philippines Officials Propose ‘Muslims Only’ ID,” Human Rights Watch. 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/05/philippine-officials-propose-muslims-only-id    Accessed June 5, 2020 
  
44 Government of Philippines (2009) “Philippines: Madrasah Education – DepEd invest in peace-building 
Mindanao,” ReliefWeb. https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-madrasah-education-deped-invests-
peace-building-mindanao Accessed June 5, 2020 
45 Senate Bill No. 1154 July 12, 2010 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/05/philippine-officials-propose-muslims-only-id
https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-madrasah-education-deped-invests-peace-building-mindanao
https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-madrasah-education-deped-invests-peace-building-mindanao
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Figure 5.3: National Graph comparing the Gini coefficients of Muslims, Indigenous, and 

Non-Muslims from 2000 to 2010 

 
 
Source: Raw data from McDoom, Reyes, Mina, and Asis p. 934 
 

Looking at Muslims and Indigenous people (non-Muslims) from a regional perspective, 

one finds discrepancies among the social groups in accessing services. In Mindanao, the trend 

follows the national model in which indigenous Muslims experience greater inequality than 

indigenous people (Figure 5.4) . 

Figure 5.4: Mindanao graph comparing the Gini coefficients of Muslims, Indigenous, and 

Non-Muslims from 2000 to 2010 
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Source: Raw data from McDoom, Reyes, Mina, and Asis p. 934 
 

Although there is still inequality in accessing resources in Visayas, there seems to be no 

significant differences within religious and ethnic identities. 

Figure 5.5: Visayas graph comparing the Gini coefficients of Muslims, Indigenous, and 

Non-Muslims from 2000 to 2010 

 
 
Source: Raw data from McDoom, Reyes, Mina, and Asis p. 934 

While in Luzon, the indigenous are less well-off than Muslims. The graphs in figure 5.5  

and 5.6 imply that the intersectionality of being a Muslim and an indigenous person results in 

double jeopardy.  
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Figure 5.6: Luzon graph comparing the Gini coefficients of Muslims, Indigenous, 

and Non-Muslims from 2000 to 2010 

 
 
Source: Raw data from McDoom, Reyes, Mina, and Asis p. 934 
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Spanish and American institutions embedded in its society. I then examine Visayas, a province 

where colonization was relatively sparse due to frequent typhoons, low population density, and 

fierce Moro raids from Mindanao. 

5.3 Explaining Regional inequality of Capabilities through Historical Legacies 

Acemoglu, Johnson, and Robinson argue that institutions in a country are affected by 

colonization policies. There were “extractive states” that did not provide protection for private 

property but instead transferred as much resources from the colony as possible to the colonizer’s 

country as seen in the Belgian colonization of the Congo. On the other hand, colonizers also 

established “Neo-Europes” that tried to copy European institutions in places where settlers had 

low mortality rates. The article goes further to hypothesize that feasibility of colonization was a 

determining factor for implementing a certain strategy. Colonies that faced higher mortality rates 

for Europeans are poorer today than those colonies that were healthy for Europeans.46 However, 

we need to add that former nonwhite colonies do not necessarily enjoy better social well-being 

today and are arguably experiencing more inequality now as a result of the institutionalized 

racial and ethnic fractures imposed by colonialism. Low settler mortality allowed the 

establishment of early institutions that now form the basis of current institutions plagued with 

oligarchy and patronage politics. Considering poverty and colonization, Africa is 

underdeveloped because of ineffective neocolonial institutions and not because of geographic 

location alone. A similar trend can also be found in the Philippines. 

American Colonization of Davao 

Mindanao was sparsely populated by Spanish colonizers due to the fierce resistance of 

the Moros.47 Even after the US took control over the Philippines following the Spanish-

American War, the datus (chiefs) of the Moro people effectively coordinated to thwart American 

attempts to occupy Mindanao. The US already had plantations in some parts of Mindanao as 

early as 1900, but it took the US fourteen years to completely win Mindanao.48 About a decade 

before the US secured its hold over Mindanao, Americans found Davao as the perfect area to 

 
46 Acemoglu, Johnson, Robinson, p. 1370, (2001) 
47Hernandez, C., Borlaza, G. et al. (2020) “Philippines.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Philippines  Accessed June 7, 2020. 
48 Maj. Miller p.101 (2009) 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Philippines
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exploit and establish fifty-four plantations in Davao.49 Besides its fertile soil, Davao had a ready 

source of labor due to its large population and the US authorities promoted the province as 

suitable settler spaces that were underdeveloped.50 To begin with, Spanish explorers already 

settled mestizo planters who enjoyed growing hemp, coconuts, and other agricultural products 

when they founded Davao as Nueva Guipuzcoa in 1858.51 However, due to Spain’s inability to 

quell the Moro resistance, expecting a constant supply of products from Davao was not possible. 

On the other hand, the US first secured the island and garnered the support of the local datus. 

Knowing that they could safely colonize Davao, US authorities actively promoted settlement 

efforts in the district, going so far as to give potential settlers guidelines for what to expect if 

they decided to settle there. US authorities declared that a settler with a “good constitution” and 

$100 to live on could expect significant returns on agriculture within two years.52 Taking 

advantage of the existing manpower on the island, US plantation owners convinced the local 

inland Lumad communities to move to the coast sometime before 1906 “where their labor 

[would] be of equal value to them and to the planters” and by 1907, the “sane, sensible, peaceful, 

and progressive work of the plantations in Davao” had attracted four thousand Moro and Lumad 

laborers and their families.53 Thus, Davao became the center of the most vigorous American 

community in Mindanao.  

As more profits were produced from agricultural yield, Edward Bolton, the district 

governor, assigned a white settler to be the headman of the newly-established Tagacaolo tribal 

ward in 1906. This disciplinary hierarchical structure put strained relations between the settlers 

and the Lumad community.54 In June 1906, a Lumad chief assassinated Governor Bolton.55 The 

US government realized that permanently settling American plantation owners in Davao would 

be short-lived unless Christians in the north and Muslims in the south were separated. Despite 

 
49 Pershing, Annual Report 1911, 7. The number of American plantations is significant considering that there were 
only thirteen in Zamboanga, eleven in Lanao, six in the Sulu Archipelago, and five in Cotabato. 
50 “Lease Clause Acceptable,” Mindanao Herald, Dec. 16, 1905; “Survey of the Moro Province,” Mindanao Herald, 
Sept. 14, 1907. 
51 Abinales, p. 129–30,(1997) 
52 Langhorne, Annual Report 1905, 34–35; “Davao a Promising Field,” Mindanao Herald, Apr. 15, 1905. 
53 Bliss, Tasker H. (1907), The Annual Report of the Governor of the Moro Province, for the Fiscal Year Ended 
June 30, 30–33 
54 Hayase, p.141–43, (1985) 
55 Orville Wood to Tasker Bliss, June 10, 1906, folder 28, box 15, Tasker Bliss Collection, United States Army 
Heritage and Education Center (Carlisle, PA); https://www.nytimes.com/1906/06/15/archives/american-governor-
slain-lieut-bolton-and-a-foreman-murdered-in-the.html Accessed June 7, 2020 

https://www.nytimes.com/1906/06/15/archives/american-governor-slain-lieut-bolton-and-a-foreman-murdered-in-the.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1906/06/15/archives/american-governor-slain-lieut-bolton-and-a-foreman-murdered-in-the.html
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successfully suppressing the Moro Rebellion in 1913, the US government slowly reduced 

government support for American settlers and the US Congress passed the Jones Act in 1916 “to 

withdraw their sovereignty over the Philippines Islands as soon as a stable government can be 

established therein.” These signals prompted white settlers to depart in great numbers. Japan 

went in to fill the vacuum and entrenched the oligarchic and patronage culture left by the US. 

What the US left in Mindanao was a social structure similar to populating the American West 

including environmental transformation through agriculture and industry, racial reformation 

through forced sedentist labor, and demographic restructuring through migration. As soon as the 

US appointed a white person to force the Lumad community to work, the hopes of establishing a 

work ethic based on the merits of labor rather than race were wiped out. The US settlers broke 

their promise to the Lumad that “their labor [would] be of equal value to them and to the 

planters” and instead institutionalized racial and ethnic inequality, oligarchy, and a patronage 

culture that continues today.56 

Spanish Colonization of the National Capital Region (NCR) 

Established as the Spanish capital of the Spanish East Indies, Manila and its surrounding 

areas that make up the National Capital Region are without doubt steeped in Spanish colonial 

institutions. Although the Spanish initially established colonies in Cebu and Iloilo, Lopez de 

Legazpi dispatched Martin de Goiti to Rajah Matanda in Luzon in 1570 to search for a more 

secure place to establish a capital.57 Legazpi, frequently attacked in Cebu and Iloilo by 

Portuguese pirates, heard of a well-fortified settlement in Luzon. De Goiti was initially 

welcomed in Manila; however, negotiations broke down after Rajah Sulayman of nearby Tondo 

said that the Tagalog people of Luzon will not easily surrender their freedom as easily as the 

“painted” Visayans.58 De Goiti’s logbook indicates that Sulayman initially wanted to be part of 

the negotiations but De Goiti ignored him because Legazpi gave him instructions to only focus 

on Manila and make it the Spanish headquarters since Manila was already fortified and Tondo 

was not.59 Uncertainty set in and Sulayman staged a pre-empted attack on the Spanish fleet and 

lost during the Battle of Manila in 1570. A year later, Legazpi and a large naval fleet went to 

Manila to crush the resistance of the Rajahs.  

 
56 Bliss, p.30–33, (1907) 
57 Halili (2004); Scott, In his letter to the Rajah, Legazpi addressed him as the “King of Luzon.” 
58 Blair, Emma Helen; Robertson, James Alexander, eds. p. 145, (1903) 
59 Ibid. p.145 
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After settling in Manila, the Spaniards discovered that many people in the area were not 

aware about Islam. Spaniards began calling them “indios” to distinguish them from the Muslim 

Rajahs and elites whom the Spaniards called “Moros.” By the 1590s, records indicate that the 

word “Moro” was being used as an insult in Manila to reference them as outsiders.60 The 

indigenous “Indios” were commonly seen as pacifists. Spaniards then established pueblos 

governed by the Spanish colonial government and the Catholic church. However, with minimal 

government or clerical manpower to manage the pueblos, the Spanish colonists established the 

encomienda system (land trust) that gave ordinary Spanish settlers lands.61 The Muslim elite 

refused to submit to the encomienda system and chose to remain outside the pueblos while the 

indigenous people saw the benefit of working within the encomienda system since they were 

technically still able to work on their own lands but now under the Spanish system. Thus, the 

establishment of towns started the distinction between the indigenous who permitted to be ruled 

by the Spaniards and the Muslims who refused to be ruled. The Muslims who remained outside 

the pueblos were driven further into the forests and mountains and were considered remontados 

and infideles.62  

What the indigenous people did not know was that the land they were working on no 

longer belong to them and they have no legal right over the land. All land was the property of the 

Spanish crown provided by the Regalian Doctrine. Spain introduced new mechanisms of land 

distribution such as the Royal Land Grants which affected the social fabric of Filipino society. It 

granted lands to Spanish army officials, civil servants, and mestizo Filipino principales.63 This 

mechanism based on favorites allowed patronage culture to set in. When Spaniards granted land 

to the principales they gave them the titles “Don” and “Dona” thus creating a social barrier 

between them and the rest of the native population.64 Arguably, the family of the “Don” was to 

set in motion the idea of having an oligarchy that would be held through a family dynasty. 

Further, the Spanish crown’s conferral of a land grant to someone on paper while still holding on 

to it physically effectively blurred the distinction between private and public ownership. 

Nicholas Cushner and John Larkin argue that while the exact arrangement of holding land in the 

 
60 Juan Pobre de Zamora, Historia de la pérdida y descubrimiento del Galeón San Felipe (1600), translated into 
English and partially republished in William H. Scott, p. 70. 
61 Arcilla, p. 61, (1998) 
62 Ibid; However, there are also records of Muslims in Luzon who decided to flee to Mindanao and Brunei. 
63 Cushner and Larkin, p. 105, (1978) 
64 Ibid. p.108 
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pre-Hispanic era, there was certainly no notion of private land ownership.65 If there was any 

economic differentiation between controlling labor services conferred upon datus it was because 

of their skills in combat and leadership not through a system of favoritism or religious and ethnic 

status. However, the Royal Grants from the Spanish crown changed that system. Given that 

whoever owns the land gains wealth in an agricultural society, the Spanish system of land grants 

allowed an individual to keep a dynastic hold on wealth and power without relationship to skill 

or prestige. Cushner and Larkin go on to argue that this new environment of rigid class 

distinctions based on wealth altered land distribution.66  

There is a difference between the era when the NCR was colonized by Spain and when it 

was colonized by the US. The Spaniards were intent on settling permanently and wanted to 

impose European culture on the natives. They successfully splintered the social fabric and 

created racial hierarchies between Muslims, indigenous people, and indigenous mixed with 

Spanish blood Filipino mestizos. From a national perspective, Spain focused on establishing 

institutions for higher education that only few can access. Fr. John N. Schumacher points out 

that:  

Philippine higher education was not far behind, or, under certain aspects, was even 
superior to the general level of higher education in Spain, at least outside Madrid. 
Perhaps the best testimony for this is the fact that such larger numbers of Filipino 
students were able to move without apparent difficulty from educational institutions at 
home to those in the Peninsula and establish honorable records for themselves there.67 

 

However, the limited access of education and the policy of the friars to emphasize secondary and 

higher education hindered the educational development of the country. As the Philippine 

Commission reported to the US War Department in 1900, the result was “that a few persons have 

stood out prominently as educated Filipinos, while the great mass of people have either not been 

educated at all or furnished only the rudiments of knowledge, acquiring merely the mechanical 

processes of reading and writing”68 Thus, the US colonial government established a rigorous 

policy that catered to more students. The US Congress also passed the Pensionado Act in 1903 to 

“Educate and bind current and future Filipino leaders to the American colonial administration.” 

 
65 Ibid p.109 
66 Ibid 
67 Schumacher, p.36, (1991) 
68 Bureau of Insular Affairs, War Department, Reports of the Philippine Commission Etc, (1900-1903), Washington 
DC, Government Printing Office, p. 121-122 (1904) 
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Promising Filipino students were sent to the US to continue their education and learn about 

American culture. US education did educate more Filipinos and embedded the English tongue in 

its education system. However, the drawbacks of US colonization of the NCR should also be 

considered. Till today, US agricultural and industrial investments have left their mark on the 

economic performance of the NCR.69 Further, the US policy to support Philippine presidents can 

even be seen in the light of neocolonial policies and values.70 This contributed to a regional 

development strongly dependent on external decisions. C.D. Neher argues that “The result is … 

institutional decay rather than development and authoritarianism rather than accountability.”71 

Deeply entrenched byproducts of colonialism and feudal structures in the NCR prevent the 

establishment of strong institutions that could have kept oligarchy and the patronage culture in 

check. 

Visayas and the Challenges to Colonization 

Acemoglu, Johnson, and Robinson argue that areas that were colonized are now richer 

compared to places that were difficult to colonize. Based on Figure 5.2, NCR and Davao enjoyed 

upward income mobility compared to Eastern Visayas whose income mobility fell implying a 

contracting growth rate. However, what is more interesting is how religion and ethnicity do not 

seem to play a role in determining access to resources in Visayas. Apparently, the Spaniards did 

not find any benefit in permanently staying in Visayas and establishing European institutions 

there. Spain was looking for a place to settle down that is conducive to making money. They 

needed manpower, good climate, food security, and a safe harbor. It will not take long for the 

Spaniards to realize that none of these qualities existed in Visayas and so they refocused their 

attention to Luzon in 1571. Visayas was turned into an economic backwater but Spain patrolled 

its shores since it was still a strategic location. 

Geographically, Visayas region sits right in the track of the typhoon belt.72 Eastern 

Visayas, especially Samar, experience frequent typhoons between October and December which 

may have discouraged the Spanish to establish settlements there. However, rainfall is 

 
69 Spreitzhofer, p. 265, (2002) 
70 Raymond Bonner tells the story of how five US presidents from Johnson to Reagan looked away from Ferdinand 
Marcos’ looting and abuse of power in order to retain military control over Southeast Asia. 
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1987-05-10-bk-6436-story.html Accessed June 7, 2020 
71 Neher, p. 65, (1998) 
72  Ribera, Garcia-Herrera, Gimeno, p.197, (2008) 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1987-05-10-bk-6436-story.html
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significantly low in central Visayas that makes the region susceptible to drought. 73 Visayas 

relied on Western Visayas and Panay for cultivating rice, bananas, and root crops.74 Differences 

in the fertility of the land and the typhoon season could have affected the supply and demand for 

crops. In pre-Hispanic Visayas, chiefs practiced rotational farming and land access was open to 

all. Although the chiefs had rights to the plants they cultivated, they did not own clearly drawn 

boundaries of land.75 This implies that fertile land was not extensive. Fr. Alejo Lopez, a Jesuit 

missionary in Visayas, observed that unlike Luzon where there was abundant fertile soil, Visayas 

had “a quarter or a half a league of good land is separated by much poor land” that forced the 

population to be dispersed across the province.76 Population clusters were rare and if there ever 

was such as in Cebu, it was because of its strategic importance geographically not because of its 

agricultural production.77 Thus, many communities only contained few people. In 1567, Legazpi 

reported that “the settlements in this land are not cities or even towns, but they are communities 

of thirty to one hundred houses or less, and others are scattered in the form of caserías, in twos, 

sixes or tens.”78 From Legazpi’s statement, it is interesting to consider what kind of marriage 

institutions were in place and if this could have contributed to lower population densities. 

Records show that couples separated for the slightest reason, polygamy—and perhaps 

polyandry also-- was common, and some form of birth and population control were practiced 

prior to the Spaniard’s arrival.79 This may reflect the greater autonomy and equality of 

women in Visayas compared to women in other provinces today.80 Population growth was 

affected by women’s decisions to abort and commit infanticide.81 In 1582, Miguel de Loarca 

wrote that the Visayans regarded having many children as a disgrace because family property 

would have to be divided into smaller shares that may result into being poor. He adds that since 

Visayans considered it important to marry someone with similar level of wealth, transferring a 

higher bride wealth to only a single child would give their families more opportunities to 

 
73 Wernstedt and Spencer, p.445-446, (1967) 
74 Pigafetta, “First Voyage,” 64, (2007) 
75 Yepes, Etnografía, lib. 3 cap. 5: 31–36. 
76 Alejo López 1690. Quoted by Newson, p. 56, (2009) 
77 Scott, Cracks, 88, (1982) 
78 CDIU 3: 459 Miguel de Legazpi, no date. “de dos en dos en 6 en 10.” Quoted by Newson p.57, (2009) 
79 Chirino, Relación, 82, 321; Morga, Sucesos, 275; Yepes, Etnografía, lib. 4 cap. 14: 252; Colin, Labor evangélica, 
2: 126 
80 Brown et al. p.11–12, 20, (1988) 
81 Pedrosa 
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increase wealth.82 Thus, these practices further contributed to smaller families. Arguably, having 

small families would have helped sustain its members especially in the context of Visayas that 

had limited supply of crops. Practicing rotational farming, couples who opted to have small 

families would have also helped facilitate mobility. Perhaps having the least exposure to colonial 

institutions, the Waray in Eastern Visayas are known to give women more autonomy. Glenda 

Tibe Bonifacio conducted research in the region where she found that although the area is 

predominantly Catholic, Waray women go against the grain by asserting their independence 

from their spouses and are considered strong and bold.83 It is interesting to examine gender 

equality in the context of religiosity and resistance. Perhaps having minimal contact with 

colonial institutions allowed the Waray to continue their practice of gender equality. Bonifacio 

finds that although the Catholic Church still retains a dominant place in the Visayan social fabric, 

“the daily rudiments of life provide the backdrop to ascertain religious discourse and practice 

towards gender equality.”84 

Besides adverse climate and low population densities, the Spaniards also had to deal with 

frequent Moro raids from Mindanao that destabilized the population. In the first half of the 17th 

century, the Hispano-Dutch Wars and the Moro raids contributed significantly to population 

decline and the inability to firmly embed European ideas into the Visayan social fabric.85 

Although the Spanish held on to Visayas since it was strategically important, they moved the 

shipbuilding industry to Cavite and Bikol because they needed an abundance of timber, a safe 

harbor, and a large labor force.86 None of these were found in Visayas. 

The minimal colonial contact in Visayas may explain why there seems to be no 

significant differences between and within religious and ethnic groups when it comes to 

accessing basic resources. The region remains poor especially in Eastern Visayas because of 

typhoons. A recent notable example is Typhoon Haiyan which devasted Tacloban and killed 

6,352 people in 2013. However, remaining poor due to natural disasters has different 

 
82 AGI PAT 23-9 and BR 5: 118–119 Miguel de Loarca [1582]; Fr. Alcina also recorded that abortion and 
infanticide were widespread and hindered population growth. Yepes, Etnografía, lib. 3 cap. 23: 143–144 
83 Bonifacio, p. 45, (2018); The Catholic Church taught that ideal women were supposed to be subordinate to their 
husbands as in the book of Ephesians 5:22: “Wives, follow the lead of your husbands as you follow the Lord.” 
Although the status of how Catholic women should behave now is debatable, the stereotyped teachings of Catholic 
Spain are still followed by many Filipino women. I find it interesting that there seems to be a correlation between 
having minimal exposure to colonial institutions and gender empowerment. 
84 Ibid. p.53 
85 Newson p. 110, (2009) 
86 Schurz, p.195–196, (1959)  
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implications rather than being marginalized on the basis of religion and ethnicity. Removing 

unfreedoms along religious and ethnic lines would be harder than dealing with precautionary and 

other adaptive policies for tackling typhoons. 

 

Weak institutions and inequality of capabilities  

Since the government has been centralized in Luzon since the 17th century, the weak 

colonial institutions in Manila have permeated beyond its vicinity and hindered the development 

of the entire country. The weak institutions in the Philippines, imbued in oligarchy and 

patrimonial culture, have trapped development. In fact, the Philippines has the most unequal 

development among Southeast Asian newly industrialized countries (NICS). For seeing this, we 

can revisit the Lorenz curves adding one more SE Asian country. 

Figure 5.7: Lorenz Curves for Income in the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, and 
Malaysia 

 
Source: Lorenz curves calculated by Joshua Villanueva using raw data from UN University – 
World Income Inequality Database https://www.wider.unu.edu/project/wiid-world-income-
inequality-database Accessed June 9, 2020 

 
According to this graph in figure 5.7 , about 75% of the population in the Philippines takes in 

only 40% of the national income. Just as bestowing land on favorites in the Spanish colonial era 
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blurred the differences between public and private ownership, the Philippine government today 

has never established clear boundaries between public and private interests.87 The public 

functions of the state have been used to accumulate private power and wealth that extends to 

granting favors and public goods via patronage.88 This spells corruption along familial and 

political party lines. Indeed, in 1998 Paul Hutchcroft wrote that “Practically everything depends 

explicitly upon the personal considerations: upon the attitude toward the concrete applicant and 

his concrete request and upon purely personal connections, favors, promises, and privileges.”89 

 The Philippines had its first shot at development after the first post-Marcos congressional 

elections in 1987. President Corazon Aquino was elected and promised reforms and government 

transparency. However, she refused to use her decree-making powers to push reform and 

allowed the agrarian reform bill to be drafted by Congress that was dominated by Marcos’ 

oligarchs and cronies.90 The Aquino administration was forced to consider agrarian reform in 

1988 after farmers marched on Manila demanding land reforms. The government initially 

responded by shooting at the farmer protesters that killed twelve farmers during the Mendiola 

massacre. Arguably, the pervading inequality in land tenure, as legacies of Spanish and 

American agrarian laws, sparked the need for land reforms. Thus, in the context of civil unrest, 

the Aquino administration realized that tolerating inequality and poverty would threaten the 

newly established democratic government. Initially, the provisions in the first draft of agrarian 

reform could have promoted a more equitable redistribution of land.91 However, Marcos’ 

oligarchs and cronies Congress hindered redistribution. From the initial 27.4 million acres to be 

redistributed, only 6.9 million was allowed. From 3 million beneficiaries of land, only 2 million 

were allowed to receive land. Sugar and coconut plantations were no longer required to have 

 
87 Kuhonta, p. 196, (2011) 
88 Ibid. p. 196 
89 Hutchcroft, p.14, (1998); I was at the Asian Development Bank in the late 1990s and have advised the Bank and 
the Philippines civil society organizations in the 21st century. Sadly, there has been very little progress towards 
equalizing SEC. 
90 Reidinger, p.116, (1995) 
91 Republic Act No. 6657; Arguably, President Aquino was also involved in the scheme to limit land distribution. 
She was a member of the rich Cojuangco family who controlled large swaths of land in Luzon known as the 
Hacienda Luisita. This land is larger than Manila and Makati combined. Although the new land reform supposedly 
redistributed some land to the farmers (33% to the farmers while 67% retained by the Cojuangcos), none was given 
to the farmers. Further, the Aquino administration and their private militia conducted human rights abuses to 
resistant farmers. This led to the 2004 Hacienda Luisita massacre. Farmers have been demanding justice and 
following through with more equitable land reforms. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KYshMspvhI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KYshMspvhI
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price ceilings and there was no monitoring mechanism set up to monitor its implementation.92 

Indeed, the Manila Chronicle reported “[T]he recently extensions and conclusions signed 

Agrarian Reform Law has confirmed resoundingly an old political truism: no class legislates 

itself out of existence.”93 

 Since the Aquino administration, agrarian reform and poverty alleviation projects have 

been framed as national security issues.94 Apparently, there is a need to rapidly develop and 

increase freedom of choice and opportunities in order for the state to keep its legitimacy and 

satisfy the demands of citizens. National security is rooted in the capacity of the government to 

provide equitable and efficient governance that can minimize structural poverty and inequality. 

To facilitate this step out of poverty, the Philippines government wrongheadedly pushed for the 

neoliberal across the board liberalizing trade---not the strategic trade policies practiced by Japan, 

Korea and Taiwan--- by joining the ASEAN Free Trade Area agreement in 1992 and the World 

Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995. However, these neoliberal economic policies have been 

taken advantage of by oligarchic forces.95 Thus, the country’s free trade policies have not 

transformed the Philippine economy, mainly owing to weak institutions plagued by oligarchy 

and perverse patronage politics. For instance, a major portion of the national income (US$6.6 

billion) between 2003 and 2006 went to private corporations instead of private households 

(US$5.23 billion).96 The push to liberalize trade was short-sighted especially when considering 

that in the 1990s, domestic producers did not possess the required minimum capacity to compete 

with industries from the advanced economies. For local job-creating concerns, this meant going 

out of business as foreign investments began to hurt local businesses instead of helping them 

prosper as claimed by the neoliberal policy advisers. Displaced workers then faced significant 

adjustment costs as they search for new job opportunities and attempted to develop the required 

skills to cater to the demands of foreign owned companies.  

 From a domestic perspective, the groups who suffer most from this uniquely corrupt use 

of the neoliberal system are women and children. In a society where labor force participation of 

women is lower and the proportion of women in the informal sector is much higher, women are 

 
92 Kuhonta, p.213, (2011) 
93 Quoted in Steinberg, p.169, (1990) 
94 Thompson, p. 42, (1992) 
95 Magcamit, p.85, (2016) 
96 Ibid p. 88 
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often forced to migrate to urban areas or seek work abroad as overseas workers.97 Indeed, more 

women apply as Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) than men.98 Gender inequality may be 

traced back to the gender roles inculcated by the Spanish colonial era and its Catholic faith. As 

discussed earlier, the ideal Filipino Catholic woman is expected to do most of the housework and 

care for the children. Given that many major companies in the Philippines are still held by family 

dynasties that can be traced back to the “Dons” and “Donas” of colonial Spain and still carry 

legacies of colonial practices, it is not surprising that gender inequality is still an issue in the 

country and its labor force participation. Gender inequality seems to be concentrated on labor 

force participation. Access to education seems to be equal and even when considering the 

divergence in gender parity in secondary schooling, more girls continue their education than 

boys.99 Moreover, despite the enactment of a progressive set of laws favoring rights of women 

and children in the country, there are still problems in the execution of protection policies for 

these sectors. For instance, the proportion of women experiencing gender-based violence still 

remains high (at around a fifth of all women), with one in twenty women having experienced 

violence while pregnant.100 In cases, when women were successful in finding a job, left-behind 

husbands still refrained from doing housework. Women’s roles in the house persist because 

“women’s paid work outside the household challenges the ideology of their domesticity and yet 

women’s continuing (even intensified) caring responsibilities reinforces such an ideology.”101 In 

R.S. Parrenas’s study, Filipino left-behind fathers delegated the responsibility of housework to 

their daughters and extended female kin in the absence of their wives.102 In other extreme cases, 

fathers opted to leave the family once their wives went abroad for work rather than face the 

possibility of taking on domestic work “in the process of completely avoiding the possibility that 

 
97 In the NCR, where a majority of call centers are located, women constitute less than half of the entire labor force 
(33.6%) while men account the majority (66.4%) Philippines Statistics Authority 2017 
98Medina, M. (2019) “Did you Know: More Female than Male OFWs” Inquirer. Net. 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1121413/did-you-know-more-female-than-male-ofws  Accessed June, 9, 2020.  
99Orante, B. (2016) “Do Southeast Asia, PH have gender equality in education?” Rappler. 
https://www.rappler.com/move-ph/124515-philippines-southeast-asia-gender-gap-education-unesco-atlas      
Accessed June 9, 2020; The Philippine Statistics Authority also reported that more females were getting advanced 
degrees than males. (slide 10) https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/sdg-inter-workshop-jan-
2019/Session%2011.b.3_Philippines___Education%20Equality%20AssessmentFINAL4.pdf Accessed June 9, 2020 
100 Philippine Statistics Authority 2013 
101 Parrenas, p.92, (2005) coins the term “gender paradox” to describe women’s persistent role  
102 Ibid. 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1121413/did-you-know-more-female-than-male-ofws
https://www.rappler.com/move-ph/124515-philippines-southeast-asia-gender-gap-education-unesco-atlas
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/sdg-inter-workshop-jan-2019/Session%2011.b.3_Philippines___Education%20Equality%20AssessmentFINAL4.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/sdg-inter-workshop-jan-2019/Session%2011.b.3_Philippines___Education%20Equality%20AssessmentFINAL4.pdf
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women’s work would become part of their daily routine of family life.”103 For children, this 

means less time spent with parents and non-reversible adverse effects. Patricia Cortes finds 

parental absence a detrimental factor in children’s well-being including emotional strain, 

depression, and schooling failure for children left behind.104 Thus, even if all children had access 

to school, their chances at excelling in schoolwork and breaking out of poverty are dim. Perhaps 

the government should realize that the true wealth of a country is in the investment of its people, 

not the cash remittances that overseas workers send to their families back home. 

 Revisiting Development: A more progressive role for the Aid-giving Organizations  

 As this paper shows, the removal of unfreedoms and expansion of capabilities in the 

Philippines will be challenging. As long as weak institutions ruled by oligarchy and patronage 

culture dominate the Philippines, market-led neoliberal strategy for “development” will deepen 

inequality. A patrimonial state that allows oligarchic relations and interests to dominate 

legislation will create a hunting ground for unrestricted accumulation of personal wealth.105 The 

oligarchic elite will prevent the redistribution of wealth and exploit neoliberal free trade as long 

as they see profit in it. Neoliberal trade policies that advocate free trade and weak democratic 

institutions are not compatible with a strategy for producing equitable sustainable development. 

 Institutionalized inequality will not go away overnight. I propose a concentric model for 

aid-giving organizations where regardless of the situation, development interventions are 

possible by first targeting local governance and human development for enhancing SEC.106 

Democratic Governance Deepening(DGD) would ensure a rules-based equitable political order 

while human development would empower society through empowering the disadvantaged---

women and minorities in particular. Unlike the current model, the concentric model allows for 

feedback and interaction between development interventions. With DGD and SEC-based human 

development at the core of the development model, interventions at different concentric levels 

will complement one another to achieve enhancement of SEC along with rapid and sustainable 

economic growth. Targeting the core creates a ripple effect to facilitate peace and economic 

growth. The state and society must work in harmony for enhancing and equalizing SEC.  

 
103 Ibid. p.101; Fathers’ refusal to do a “woman’s household job” can be traced back to the machismo values 
imposed by Spanish colonialism. Valledor-Luke, p.15, (2012) 
104 Cortes, p. 62, (2015) 
105 Weber, p.369, (2019) 
106 Currently, a large portion of US Foreign Aid goes to counter-terrorism initiatives in the Philippines. USAID can 
allocate this instead to people-centered projects that improve the social well-being and increase job opportunities. 
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Reforming the role of local NGOs can also play a pivotal role. Taking advantage of its 

potential as an innovative powerhouse due to its small size and agent for social cohesion, NGOs 

should: 

• Engage with all democratic organizations of all ethnicities and emphasize SEC 

enhancement of women and minorities in particular 

• A regulatory body for NGOs through a democratic procedure for all stakeholders 

to facilitate the registration, capacity building, mobilization, and monitoring  

• Democratic monitoring and coordination of aid and hold all recipients including 

the NGOs accountable to optimize transparency and accountability 

• Develop  programs where the state system and NGO system complement each 

other and can coordinate the design and implementation of governance and 

human development related initiatives such as public sector reforms, health, 

education, and welfare service provisions etc. by deepening democracy at all 

levels. 

The effectiveness of this model will depend on the willingness of local governments and 

stakeholders to implement decisions made democratically in consultation with all stakeholders 

by multilateral organizations. While institutionalized inequality will not go away anytime soon, 

preparing communities to break out of poverty and inequality by facilitating opportunities will be 

an important step towards equitable growth with enhancement of SECs for women and minority 

groups in particular.  
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6.    Conclusions 

One broad area of practical policy application with regards to SEC enhancement in the 

ASEAN countries is to reduce inequalities.  Social dimensions are clearly of importance here.  The 

status of SECs of vulnerable groups such as women, children, and the poor do not often figure 

explicitly in the growth and development programs.  This needs to change and improving the SEC 

of vulnerable groups needs to become the strategic centerpiece. From the arguments presented in 

this paper, it seems that in order to design a socially embedded capability-enhancing development 

strategy for various ASEAN countries/economies, with necessary economy-specific variations, the 

following elements must figure prominently: 

1. A clear recognition of the status of the different socio-economic groups in the ASEAN 
developing countries---and even in Singapore and Hong Kong---- in terms of their 
economic and overall level of well-being. 

2. A list of priorities in terms of economic and social goals must be prepared. In the case of 
incompatibilities of some of these goals, the question of trade-offs must be raised and 
resolved explicitly rather than implicitly through the logic of the market. 

3. In particular, issues of fair inter-regional allocation of resources or opportunities must be 
addressed explicitly. 

4. Human development indicators based on the SEC framework must become an integral part 
of building ASEAN identity substantively. 

5. As our discussion in the previous section shows, the record of ASEAN---even for high 
performers--- concerning gender disparities is not flattering.  Therefore, gender-justice 
must become a central part of ASEAN identity building—not a peripheral issue to be 
ignored or to be resolved later after enough growth has taken place. 

6. As alluded to in the brief discussion of ecology, environment, and sustainable development, 
with ecological effects of climate change must become a part of strategic discussions 
among the ASEAN partners. 

7. It follows then that an ASEAN identity building strategy must explicitly address ecological 
and distributional issues related to women and minority groups in particular.  This implies 
that there will be a need for careful inter-disciplinary studies on probable impacts of a 
policy package before its implementation.  It also implies the need for follow-up studies in 
order to assess the after-effects.  The crucial aspect here from the perspective of 
development as freedom is to ascertain which substantive freedoms are enhanced or 
diminished and then to assess their overall significance. 
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Looking further beyond the current economic problems, we might ask if the freedom-centered 

perspective of women’s and minority groups’ rights and development will survive.  For not only 

is the world divided between the rich and the poor, there are also dark and destructive political and 

cultural forces ranging from arms race and a new cold war to global terrorism.  Indeed, it will be 

naïve to pretend that recognition of what is good will automatically lead to that good.  Here again, 

the argument cannot stop at simply establishing the validity of the women’s ad minorities’ rights 

in ASEAN as demands for enhancing the social capabilities as freedom approach, but it must 

furnish grounds for thinking that there is a fighting chance of getting there. 

The emphasis here on both achieving constitutional guarantees of freedom in the individual 

ASEAN partners and on the need for an ever vigilant politically aware and active mass democratic 

movement will, I hope, focus attention on the crucial political and cultural aspects of equalizing 

social capabilities for women and minorities. Needless to say, that contrary to the shallow US-led 

sloganeering about democracy, I am advocating an approach that is deeply rooted in the histories 

and societies that  constitute ASEAN. Without a historically rooted vigorous, self-aware, and self-

critical democratic movement that genuinely respects social individuality and its all around 

development in the ASEAN context, the approach discussed here can only be just another US-

based academic discourse. To be perfectly frank, the lofty US rhetoric about democracy and human 

rights even in the pre-Trump period never matched its own dismal practice with respect to the 

minorities--- particularly women of lower economic status from minority groups---- in the US 

itself and the record of US imperialism abroad is truly dismal. At best it was hypocrisy of the type 

where vice paid homage to virtue without itself being transformed into virtue. US rhetoric of 

human rights and democracy was more voluminous than luminous. Today, under Trump, even that 

pretense is gone. In contrast, the substantive approach to social capabilities underlined in this paper 

should give some hope that combining a critical theory with all around contextually and 

historically situated social practice and movement from below will make the appropriate SECs as 

human rights an achievable project in ASEAN and elsewhere in our lifetime. However, the history 

of real movements from below needs to be grasped from a radical historical perspective to build a 

movement for emancipation in ASEAN context. 
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Appendix: An Example of SEICA applied to a woman embedded in 

her salient socio-economic political relations 
 
 
 

To give SEICA some concreteness, let us pick a real life example from the Philippines.I will call 

her Theresa. She is a composite of several women I interviewed in Manila.Her story has many 

replicas and counterparts in terms of every aspect of her intersectional identity. 

Theresa is a catholic woman in her 40s who lives in one of the many slum 

neighborhoods(Barangays) along the highly polluted Pasig river that runs through Manila city to 

the Bay carrying much garbage and occasional corpses. The people who live in the slums are in 

many cases migrants from other parts of Luzon or other islands. In Theresa’s case, she is from 

Mindanao. She actually has a Muslim name but for fear of discrimination she took up a Christian 

name after converting to Catholicism according to the story she told me. 

She was able to finish elementary and the equivalent of junior high school but was forced to 

work abandoning her studies because of poverty. She got pregnant early and now has 4 children. 

She worked as a maid and apart from the long hours and meager pay, she was also sexually 

assaulted by the male members of the families she worked for. 

After moving to Manila, she was also discriminated against because she was from the Mindanao.  

She was lucky to run into the driver of a foreigner who worked at the ADB. The driver was from 

Mindanao and helped her to get a job as a maid with a foreign professional at the ADB. The pay 

and the working conditions were better. Theresa was able to save a bit of money. But when the 

professional was transferred ,Theresa lost her job. 

She had ambitions to become independent and with her savings and some borrowed money, she 

was able to set up a shop for small food and other necessary items for low income slum dwellers 
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like herself. Such shops are called sari sari.107 But because of her debt repayments her take home 

income was very small and she could not get a loan when she needed to repair her shop after a 

severe storm followed by a fire. 

Theresa is back working as a maid again.She has been forced to take her daughters off shool but 

is determined that they should go back to school.She does not want them to repeat her fate. 

Theresa’s story shows several aspects of adverse social and political embeddedness. Being an 

internal migrant made her less connected with fewer opportunities. Being a woman from a 

minority group added to her lack of opportunities. Adverse familial economic circumstances 

meant that she could not add to her human capital. Patriarchal social relations led to sexual 

abuse. Not having any political influence through the Barangay administration in her locality, 

she could not get the post-disaster relief she needed and deserved. Lacking political connections, 

she  also could not get the family planning or conditional cash transfers that families like her 

need and deserve.108 

 
107 In Tagalog Sari Sari means “variety” or in a hyperbolic stroke of imagination,”Everything”. 
108 On the national level, the Philippines has passed a national policy in 2012 (Republic Act No. 10354: Responsible 
Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act) that guarantees universal access to methods on contraception, fertility 
control, sexual education, and maternal care. Since then, the Department of Health (DoH) and Executive branch 
have issued memos to establish the National Family Planning Program with the goal of increasing modern 
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (mCPR) among all women from 24.9% in 2017 to 30% by 2022 and reduce the 
unmet need for modern family planning from 10.8% in 2017 to 8% by 2022 https://www.doh.gov.ph/family-
planning. USAID and DoH have collaborated to expand access to family planning, neonatal, and child health 
services since 1967 https://www.usaid.gov/philippines/press-releases/oct-18-2016-us-government-and-doh-
celebrate-improved-health-filipino-families. 
 
The most popular conditional cash transfer policy in the Philippines is the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program 
(4Ps). It was established in 2008. The government gives the poorest of the poor households cash grants if children 
stay in school and get regular health check-ups, have their growth monitored, and receive vaccines. Pregnant women 
must get pre-natal care, with their births attended to by professional health workers. Parents or guardians are 
required to participate in monthly community-based Family Development Sessions to learn about positive child 
discipline, disaster preparedness, and women’s rights https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/programs/conditional-cash-
transfer/. Beneficiaries are objectively selected through the National Household Targeting System which is based 
from a survey of the physical structure of their houses, the number of rooms and occupants, their access to running 
water, and other factors affecting their living conditions. 
 
 

https://www.doh.gov.ph/family-planning
https://www.doh.gov.ph/family-planning
https://www.usaid.gov/philippines/press-releases/oct-18-2016-us-government-and-doh-celebrate-improved-health-filipino-families
https://www.usaid.gov/philippines/press-releases/oct-18-2016-us-government-and-doh-celebrate-improved-health-filipino-families
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/programs/conditional-cash-transfer/
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/programs/conditional-cash-transfer/


 
 

 
 

66 

Thus her socially embedded capabilities remained low not because she was intrinsically 

incapable of social and economic achievement. Quite to the contrary, she showed much initiative 

and determination to succeed. However, the intersection of adverse social, economic and 

political circumstances in a class-divided, racist, sexist society where the powerful practice many 

forms of discrimination gave her very little in terms of opportunities to improve her and her 

family’s standard of living. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 

67 

 
Bibliography 

 
 

Abinales, P. (1997) State Authority and Local Power in Southern Philippines, 1900-1972. 
Cornell University. Ph.D. diss.  

Abu-Lughod, L. (2013) Do Muslim Women Need Saving? (Harvard University Press: 
Cambridge) 

Acemoglu, D., Johnson, S., and Robinson, J.A. (2001)"The Colonial Origins of 
Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation." The American Economic Review 91, 
no. 5: 1369-401. 

Akita, T., & Pagulayan, M. S. (2014). Structucal changes and interregional income 
inequality in the Philippines,1975–2009. Review of Urban & Regional Development Studies, 
26(2), 135–154.  

Arcilla, J. (1998) “Spanish Conquest,” Kasaysayan – The Story of the Filipino People. 
Hong Kong. Asia Publishing Company Ltd., 

Asian Development Bank. (2020) Asia’s Journey to Prosperity: Policy, Market, and 
Technology Over 50 Years.  

Albert, J. R. G. and Vizmanos, J. F. V. (2017) “Do men and women in the Philippines 
have equal economic opportunities?” Policy Note, Quezon City: Philippine Institute for 
Development Studies 

Antonopoulos, R. (2013) Expanding Social Protection in Developing Countries: A 
Gender Perspective. Working Paper, Levy Economics Institure.  

Baldwin, K., & Huber, J. D. (2010). Economic versus cultural differences: Forms of 
ethnic diversity and public goods provision. American Political Science Review, 104(4), 644–662 

Balisacan, A. M. (2003) The Philippine Economy Development, Policies, and 
Challenges. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Balisacan, A. M., & Fuwa, N. (2004). Going beyond cross country averages: Growth, 
inequality and poverty reduction in the Philippines. World Development, 32(11), 1891–1907 

Beltran, M. (2020) “Basic Needs Unmet in the Philippines While Duterte Exploits 
Emergency Powers.” The News Lens. https://international.thenewslens.com/article/133208 
Accessed June 5, 2020. 

Birkmann, J., Krause, D, Setiadi, N.J., Suarez, D.C., Welle, T., Wolfertz, J., Dickerhof, 
R., Mucke, P. (2011) World Risk Report 2011. Report, Berlin, Germany: United Nations 
University, Institute for Environment and Human Security.  

Blair, E. H, Robertson, J. A., eds (1903) Relation of the Conquest of the Island of Luzon. 
The Philippine Islands, 1493-1898. (Arthur H. Clark Company: Cleveland) 

Bliss, T. H. (1907) The Annual Report of the Governor of the Moro Province, for the 
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1907 (Bureau of Printing: Manila), 30–33 

Bonner, R. (1987) Waltzing with a Dictator: The Marcoses and the Making of American 
Policy. (New York: Times Books: New York) 

Boyd, R. N. (1988) “How to Be a Moral Realist,” in Essays on Moral Realism, Issue 181 
(Geoffrey Sayre-McCord ed.) 

Brown, D. E, Edwards J. W., and Moore R. P. (1988) “The Penis Inserts of Southeast 
Asia: An Annotated. Bibliography with an Overview and Comparative Perspectives.” Occasional 
Paper Series / Center for South and Southeast Asia Studies, 15. Berkeley, Calif. 

https://international.thenewslens.com/article/133208


 
 

 
 

68 

Bureau of Insular Affairs, War Department (1900-1903) Reports of the Philippine 
Commission, (Government Printing Office: Washington DC) p. 121-122 

Chakrovorty, G. and Gangopadhya, S. (2013) “Memorial Session- Kolkata Literary 
Meet.” Video: Youtube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bI96CksnjEI 

Chandra, K. (2006). What is ethnic identity and does it matter? Annual Review of 
Political Science, 9,397–424. 

Charbonneau, Oliver. (2019) "“A New West in Mindanao”: Settler Fantasies on the U.S. 
Imperial Fringe." The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 18, no. 3 :304-23. 

Kennedy, C., Carlson, D., Ütsun, B. (1997) “Mental Health, Disabilities, and Women: A 
Policy Oriented Data Review,” Journal of Disability Policy Studies, Vol. 8, Issue. 1-2. pg. 129-
156   

Clausen, A. (2010). Economic globalization and regional disparities in the Philippines. 
Singapore Journal  of Tropical Geography, 31(3), 299–316. 

Cortes, Patricia.(2015) "The Feminization of International Migration and Its Effects on 
the Children Left Behind: Evidence from the Philippines." World Development 65, no. C: (62-78. 

Condes, C. H. (2017) “Philippines Officials Propose ‘Muslims Only’ ID,” Human Rights 
Watch. https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/05/philippine-officials-propose-muslims-only-id    
Accessed June 5, 2020 

Cushner, N., and Larkin, J. (1978) "Royal Land Grants in the Colonial Philippines (1571-
1626): Implications for the Formation of a Social Elite." Philippine Studies 26, no. 1/2: 102-111. 

David, C. C., Albert, J. R. G. and Vizmanos, J. F. V. (2018) “Boys are still left behind in 
basic education.” Discussion Paper, Quezon City: Philippine Institute for Development Studies. 
Accessed May 25, 2019. https://pidswebs.pids.gov.ph/CDN/PUBLICATIONS/pidspn1820.pdf. 
Diokno-Sicat, Charlotte  

Deleuze,Gilles (1968) Différence et Repetition. (Presses Universitaires de France: Paris) 
translated by Patton, P. (1994) Difference and Repetition. (Columbia University Press: New 
York) 

Deleuze,Gilles and Guattari, F. (1980) Mille Plateux. (Minuit: Paris) translated by 
Massumi, A. (1987) Thousand Plateaus. (University of Minnesota Press: Minnesota) 

 
Derrida, J. (1972) Positions. (Minuit: Paris) translated by Bass, A. (1981) Positions. 

(University of Chicago Press: Chicago) 
Foucault, M. (1994) “La Naissance de la Biopolitique,” in Dits et Ecrits (Tome 

IV).(Gallimard:Paris).  
Foucault, M. (1980) “The Politics of Health in the Eighteenth Century,” in 

Power/Knowledge. (Ed. Colin Gordon, tr. Colin Gordon, Leo Marshall, John Mepham, Kate 
Sopher) (Pantheon Books: New York)  

Foucault, M. (1978) Histoire de la Sexualité. (Gallimard: Paris) translated by Hurley, R. 
(1978) The History of Sexuality. (Pantheon Books: New York) 

Foucault, M. (1975) Surveiller et Punir: Naissance de la Prison. (Gallimard: Paris) 
translated by Sheridan, A. (1995) Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison. (Vintage Books: 
New York) 

Government of Philippines (2009) “Philippines: Madrasah Education – DepEd invest in 
peace-building Mindanao,” ReliefWeb. https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-
madrasah-education-deped-invests-peace-building-mindanao Accessed June 5, 2020 

https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-madrasah-education-deped-invests-peace-building-mindanao
https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-madrasah-education-deped-invests-peace-building-mindanao


 
 

 
 

69 

Guattari, F. and Rolnik, S. (1986) Micropolitica: cartogragias do desejo. (Vozes: Rio de 
Janeiro) translated by Clapshow, K. and Holmes, B. (2008) Molecular Revolution in Brazil 
(Penguin: New York) 

Hashemi, N. (2009) Islam, Secularism, and Liberal Democracy: Toward a Democratic 
Theory of Muslim Societies. (Oxford Scholarship Online: Oxford) 

Handayani, S. W. (2014) “Gender Dimension of the Social Protection Index: Assessing 
Results for Asia and the Pacific.” Report, Asian Development Bank. 

Halili, M.C. (2004) Philippine History. Rex Bookstore, Inc.  
Hawkley, Ethan P. (2014):  "Reviving the Reconquista in Southeast Asia: Moros and the 

Making of the Philippines, 1565-1662." Journal of World History 25, no. 2-3 285-310. 
Hayase, S. (1985):  "Tribes on the Davao Frontier, 1899-1941." Philippine Studies 33, 

no. 2 :139-50. 
Hill, H. (2008). Globalization, inequality, and local-level dynamics: Indonesia and the 

Philippines.Asian Economic Policy Review, 3(1), 42–61. 
Hernandez, C., Borlaza, G. et al. (2020) “Philippines.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Philippines  Accessed June 7, 2020. 
Hutchcroft, P. D. (1998) Booty Capitalism: The Politics of Banking in the Philippines. 

(Cornell University Press: Ithaca) 
Ishay, M. R. (2004) The History Of Human Rights: From Ancient Times To The 

Globalization Era. (University of California Press: California) pg. 106–112 
International Labor Organization (2019) World Social Protection Report 2017-2019. 

Report, International Labor Organization. 2014. Gender Equality in the Philippines. Report, 
International Labour Organization: Makati City Accessed June 27, 2019. 
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---
ilomanila/documents/publication/wcms_173283.pdf.  

International Monetary Fund. (2019) World Economic Outlook Database 2019. 
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=
2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%
2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s
=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=  Accessed June 5, 2020 

Jameson, F. (1981) The Political Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act. 
(Cornell University Press: New York) 
Joshi, Devin K.  and Kara Kingma,(2013). “The Uneven Representation of Women 
in Asian Parliaments: Explaining Variation across the Region”,  African and Asian Studies 12 
(2013) 352-372 

 Justine and Ma. A. P. M. (2018) “Public Expenditure Review of Social Protection 
Programs in the Philippines.” Discussion Paper, Quezon City: Philippine Institute for 
Development Studies. 

Kanbur, R., & Zhuang, J. (2013). Urbanization and Inequality in Asia. Asian 
Development Review,30(1), 131–147 

Kene, E., Chaudhury, N., and Owens, J. (2002) “Gender and Risk in the Design of Social 
Protection Interventions.” Discussion Paper, World Bank.  

Khan, H. A. (forthcoming 2020a). “Human Capabilities in Complex Global System and 
Financial Governance: A Theory with Application to the BRICS,” in P. Anand et.al. eds. BRICS 
Handbook, Oxford University Press, Oxford. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Philippines
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---ilomanila/documents/publication/wcms_173283.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---ilomanila/documents/publication/wcms_173283.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=89&pr.y=2&sy=2019&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=548%2C518%2C516%2C522%2C924%2C566%2C576%2C578%2C534%2C536%2C158%2C111%2C542%2C544%2C582&s=NGDPD%2CPPPGDP%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CLP&grp=0&a=


 
 

 
 

70 

Khan, H. A. (forthcoming 2020b).  “Human Capabilities and Islamic Finance in General 
Equilibrium: A Critical-Structural CGE Model for Policy-Making within a Complex 
Socioeconomic System”, in H.A. Khan and K. Sonko eds. Islamic Finance as a Complex 
System: New Insights.(Lexington Books:New York) 

 
----------- and Han, X., Zhuang, J. (2014), “Do Governance Indicators Explain 

Development Performance? A Cross-Country Analysis,” ADB Economics Working Paper Series 
417, Asian Development Bank. 
Khan H. A. (2013). “Global Financial Governance: Towards a New Global Financial 
Architecture for Averting Deep Financial Crisis” 32, Keynote paper delivered at conference on 
Financial Crisis. (Bali, Indonesia) http://mpra.ub.uni-
muenchen.de/49275/1/MPRA_paper_49275.pdf  
Khan, H.A. (2012a), “National Innovation Systems and Regional Cooperation in Asia: 
Challenges and Strategies from a Study of China,” MPRA Paper 40118, University Library of 
Munich, Germany. 
Khan, H.A. (2012b), “Constructing Global Governance of Global Finance: Towards a Hybrid 
Global Financial Architecture,” MPRA Paper 40249, University Library of Munich, Germany. 
Khan, H.A. (2011). “Analyzing the impact on financial crisis on developing countries,” Report 
submitted to the UNDP, NYC. 
Khan H.A. (2010). “China’s Development Strategy and Energy Security”, in Amelia Santos-
Paulino and Guanghua Wan ed. The Rise of China and India: Development Strategies and Lessons, 
Palgrave/Macmillan, New York. 
Khan, H.A. (2009). “MDGs: For whom does the bell toll?” Unpublished paper (JKSIS, Denver). 
Khan, H.A. (2008a). “Can Obama do it?’, in Globalization, Development and Democracy.” 
Available at http://gddn.blogspot.com/, accessed 7 October 2018. 
Khan, H.A. (2008b). “Making Globalization Work: Towards Global Economic Justice.” (Munich: 
MPRA) Available at http://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/7864/, accessed 7 October 2018. 
Khan, H.A. (2008c). “Democracy in Bangladesh: From Crisis to Sustainiblity,” Journal of 
Bangladeshi Studies. (April-May 2008). 
Khan, H.A. (2007) “Women's Rights as Human Rights: A Political and Social Economy 
Approach within a Deep Democratic Framework” Econ Papers. 
https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/tkyfseres/2007cf475.htm(last accessed June 23,2020) 
-------------and Lippit, V. (2007)“Sustainability and Surplus”. Econ Papers 
https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/tkyfseres/2007cf464.htm (last accessed June 23,2007) 
-----------------------------------(1993) “The Surplus Approach and the Environment,” Review of 
Radical Political Economics. Volume: 25 issue: 3, September , 1993: 122-128 
--------------and Frame, M. “China’s Energy Security: National Security, Ecological Balance and 
Regional Co-operation,” CIRJE-F-482 (2007), available at http://www.cirje.e.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/research/dp/2007/2007cf482.pdf 
Khan H.A. (2006).“Trade Liberalization and Poverty Reduction in CGE Models: The Dual-Dual 
Approach” in H. Khan and J. Weiss, eds., (2006), Poverty Strategies in Asia, (E. Elgar: 
Cheltenham). 
Khan H.A. (2004a). Innovation and Growth in East Asia: The Future of Miracles. 
(Macmillan/Palgrave, Houndsmills and New York). 
Khan H.A. (2004b). Global Markets and Financial Crisis in Asia: Towards a Theory for the 
Twenty First Century. Houndsmills and Macmillan/Palgrave, New York. 

https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/tkyfseres/2007cf475.htm(last
https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/tkyfseres/2007cf464.htm
http://www.cirje.e.u-tokyo.ac.jp/research/dp/2007/2007cf482.pdf
http://www.cirje.e.u-tokyo.ac.jp/research/dp/2007/2007cf482.pdf


 
 

 
 

71 

Khan, H.A. (2003). “Technology, Modernity, and Development: Creating Social Capabilities,” 
in A Polis, In Modernity And Technology ,Thomas J. Misa, Philip Brey, & Andrew Feenberg 
eds).(The MIT Press: Cambridge,Ma.) 
Khan H.A. (1999). “Sectoral Growth and Poverty Alleviation: A Multiplier Decomposition 
Technique Applied to South Africa”, World Development.  27(3):521-530. 
Khan, H.A.(1998). Technology, Development and Democracy, (Cheltenham : Edward Elgar) 
Khan, H.A. (1997a) 1997a) Technology, Energy and Development, Cheltenham : Edward Elgar,  
Khan, H.A. (1997b) “Ecology, Inequality and Poverty: The Case of Bangladesh” (1997), Asian 
Development Review, 15 (2) 
------ and Asfaw, K. ed. (1996), Transitional economies and regional economic development 
strategies : lessons from 5 low-income developing countries. UN Centre for Regional 
Development. UNCRD(05)/UN21/No.19 
Khan, H.A. (1994). “Impact of Japanese Aid to India: An Econometric Study of Bilateral Aid” , 
Asian Journal of Economics and Society, 13 (4).  
-------- and Sogabe, H. (1994) “Macroeconomic Effects of IMF Adjustment Policies” in 
Economic Justice In Africa: Adjustment And Sustainable Development (George W. Shepherd & 
Karamo N.M. Sonko eds.) 
--------- and E.Thorbecke(1988) Macroeconomic Effects and Diffusion of Alternative 
Technologies Within a Social Accounting Matrix Framework: the Case of Indonesia,  (Gower 
Publishing Co. Aldershot, U.K) 
----------------------(1989). “Macroeconomic Effects of Technology Choice: Multiplier and 
Structural Path Analysis”, Journal of Policy Modeling, 11 (1) 
Khan, H.A. (1983), “Technology, Energy, Distribution and Balance of Payments: A 
Macroeconomic Framework” Unpublished dissertation, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York.  

Kondo, M. (2014). The Philippines: Inequality-trapped capitalism. (Oxford University 
Press: Oxford) 

Kuhonta, E. M.  (2011) The Institutional Imperative: The Politics of Equitable 
Development in Southeast Asia. (Stanford University Press: California) 

Lara, F. (2014). Insurgents, clans, and states: Political legitimacy and resurgent conflict 
in Muslim Mindanao, Philippines. (Ateneo de Manila University Press: Quezon City) 

Li, M. (2008) “Climate Change, Limits to Growth, and the Imperative for Socialism,” 
Monthly Review, Vol. 60, Issue. 3. pg. 51 

Loury, G. C. (2002) The Anatomy of Racial Inequality. (Harvard University Press: 
Cambridge) 

Maca, M. (2017) "American Colonial Education Policy and Filipino Labour Migration to 
the US (1900-1935)." Asia Pacific Journal of Education 37, no. 3: 310-28. 

McCoy, A. W. (2009). An anarchy of families: State and family in the Philippines. Vol. 
New perspectives in Southeast Asian studies. (University of Wisconsin Press: Madison,WI) 

McDoom, O. S. (2018). “Ethnic inequality, cultural distance, and social integration: 
Evidence from a native-settler conflict in the Philippines.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies.  
-----and Gisselquist, R. M. (2016). “The measurement of ethnic and religious divisions 
Spatial,temporal, and categorical dimensions with evidence from Mindanao, the Philippines.” 
Social Indicators Research, 129(2), 863–891. 



 
 

 
 

72 

-----and Reyes, S., Mina, C. and Asis, C. (2019) “Inequality Between Whom? Patterns, Trends, 
and Implications of Horizontal Inequality in the Philippines.” Social Indicators Research 145, 
no. 3 : 923-42. 

Magcamit, M. I. (2016) "Trading in Vain? Investigating the Philippines' Development-
oriented National Security and Free Trade Linkages." Japanese Journal of Political Science 17, 
no. 1: 84-105. 

Majul, C. A. (1988). The Moro struggle in the Philippines. Third World Quarterly, 10(2), 
897–922. 

Mancini, L. (2005). Horizontal inequality and communal violence: Evidence from 
Indonesian districts. CRISE Working Paper No. 22. 

Miller. D. G. (2009) “American Military Strategy During the Moro Insurrection in the 
Philippines 1093-1913.” U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. Master of Military Art 
and Science thesis.  

Medina, M. (2019) “Did you Know: More Female than Male OFWs” Inquirer. Net. 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1121413/did-you-know-more-female-than-male-ofws  Accessed 
June, 9, 2020.  

Miller, R. (2009) Globalizing Justice. (Oxford University Press: Oxford) 
National Health Insurance Act of 1995 (1995) RA 7875 (Republic of the Philippines). 

PhilHealth (2013) "The Revised Implementing Rules and Regulations of the National 
Health Insurance Act of 2013." PhilHealth. 
https://www.philhealth.gov.ph/about_us/IRR_NHIAct_2013.pdf. Revised Government Service 
Insurance Act of 1977. 1977. RA 8291 (Republic of the Philippines). Accessed June 28, 2019.  

Narayan, D. (2000) Can Anyone Hear Us: Voices of the Poor. (World Bank 
Publications): 273 -83 

Neher, C. D (1998) Southeast Asia in the New International Era. 3d ed. Boulder: 
Westview 

Newson, L. A. (2009) Conquest and Pestilence in the Early Spanish Philippines. 
(University of Hawaii Press: Hawaii) 
New York Times (June 15, 1906).   “AMERICAN GOVERNOR SLAIN.; Lieut. Bolton and a 
Foreman Murdered in the Philippines,” https://www.nytimes.com/1906/06/15/archives/american-
governor-slain-lieut-bolton-and-a-foreman-murdered-in-the.html   Accessed June 7, 2020.  

Nussbaum, M. C. (2000). Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach. 
(Cambridge University Press: UK) 
Nussbaum, M. C. (1995). Poetic Justice: The Literary Imagination and Public Life. (Beacon 
Press: Boston) 
------ and Glover, J. (1995) Women, Culture, And Development: A Study Of Human Capabilities 
(Clarendon Press: UK) also Female Human Beings 
Parreñas, R. S. (2005) Children of Global Migration: Transnational Families and Gendered 
Woes. (Stanford University Press: California) 

Orante, B. (2016) “Do Southeast Asia, PH have gender equality in education?” Rappler. 
https://www.rappler.com/move-ph/124515-philippines-southeast-asia-gender-gap-education-
unesco-atlas      Accessed June 9, 2020 

Pedro R., Garcia-Herrera, R., and Gimeno, L. (2008) “Historical Deadly Typhoons in the 
Philippines.” Weather – July 2008, Vol. 63, No. 7 

Peet, R.  and Hartwick, E. (2009) Theories of Development: Contentions, Arguments, 
Alternatives. (Guilford Press: New York) 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1121413/did-you-know-more-female-than-male-ofws
https://www.nytimes.com/1906/06/15/archives/american-governor-slain-lieut-bolton-and-a-foreman-murdered-in-the.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1906/06/15/archives/american-governor-slain-lieut-bolton-and-a-foreman-murdered-in-the.html
https://www.rappler.com/move-ph/124515-philippines-southeast-asia-gender-gap-education-unesco-atlas
https://www.rappler.com/move-ph/124515-philippines-southeast-asia-gender-gap-education-unesco-atlas


 
 

 
 

73 

Peet, R. (2007) Geography of Power: The Making of Global Economic Policy. (Zed Press: 
London) 

Philippiniana Sacra 18 (52) (1983): 7–37 
Philippines Statistics Authority (2017) Philippines in Figures. 

https://psa.gov.ph/content/2017-philippines-figures   Accessed June 8, 2020. 
Philippines Statistics Authority. Education Equality in the Philippines. 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/sdg-inter-workshop-jan-
2019/Session%2011.b.3_Philippines___Education%20Equality%20AssessmentFINAL4.pdf 
Accessed June 9, 2020. 

Pigafetta, A. (2007) The First Voyage around the World, 1519-1522: An Account of 
Magellan's Expedition. Edited by Theodore J. Cachey. Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library Series. 
(University of Toronto Press: Toronto) 
https://www.sss.gov.ph/sss/DownloadContent?fileName=SUMMARY_OF_BENEFITS.pdf 

Prashad, V. (2014) The Poorer Nations: A Possible History of the Global South. (Verso: 
New York) 2 

Reidinger, J. M. (1995) Agrarian Reform in the Philippines: Democratic Transitions and 
Redistributive Reform. (Stanford University Press: California) 

Reyes, C. M., Aubrey D. T., and Ronina D. A. (2018) “Social Protection for Men and 
Women in the Philippines: Some Insights for Improving Program Design of Social Insurance 
Schemes.” Discussion Paper, Quezon City: Philippine Institute for Development Studies.  

Social Security Act of 2018 (2018) RA 11199 (Republic of the Philippines). Social 
Security Law. 1997. RA 8282 (Republic of the Philippines). 52  

Social Security System (2019) "Summary of SSS Benefits." Republic of the Philippines 
Social Security System. June. Accessed June 29, 2019.  

Rigg, J. (2016) Challenging Southeast Asian Development: The Shadows of Success. 
(Routledge: London) 

Ruspini, E. and Bonifacio, G. T. (2018) Women and Religion: Contemporary and Future 
Challenges in the Global Era. Policy Press Scholarship. (Policy Press: Bristol) 

Schumacher, J. N. (1991) The Making of a Nation : Essays on Nineteenth-Century 
Filipino Nationalism. Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University Press,  

Schurz, W. L. (1959) The Manila Galleon. Dutton Paperback, D35. E.P. (Dutton & Co: 
New York) 

Scott, W. H. (1994) Looking for the Prehispanic Filipino and Other Essays in Philippine 
History. (New Day: Quezon City) 
Scott, W. H. (1982) Cracks in the Parchment Curtain and Other Essays in Philippine History. 
(New Day: Quezon City) 
Scott, W. H. (2010) Barangay: Sixteenth-Century Philippine Culture and Society. 6th. ed. 
(Ateneo de Manila University Press: Quezon City) 

Seid, M. (1987) “Waltzing With a Dictator: The Marcoses and the Making of American 
Policy by Raymond Bonner,” Los Angeles Times (May 10, 1987) 
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1987-05-10-bk-6436-story.html  Accessed June 7, 
2020. 

Sen, A. (2005) “Human Rights and Capabilities” Journal of Human Development, Vol. 
151, Issue. 6. pg. 151-52 
Sen, A. (2004) “ Elements of a Theory of Human Rights,” Philosophy & Public Affairs, Vol. 
315, Issue. 32. pg. 332-38. 

https://psa.gov.ph/content/2017-philippines-figures
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/sdg-inter-workshop-jan-2019/Session%2011.b.3_Philippines___Education%20Equality%20AssessmentFINAL4.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/sdg-inter-workshop-jan-2019/Session%2011.b.3_Philippines___Education%20Equality%20AssessmentFINAL4.pdf
https://www.sss.gov.ph/sss/DownloadContent?fileName=SUMMARY_OF_BENEFITS.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1987-05-10-bk-6436-story.html


 
 

 
 

74 

Sen, A. (2000) Development as Freedom. 1st ed. (Anchor Books: New York) 
Sen, A. (1992). Inequality Reexamined. (Harvard University Press: Boston) 
Sen, A. (1989). “Women’s Survival as a Development Problem,” Bulletin Of The American 
Academy Of Arts & Sciences. Vol. 14, Issue. 16. 

Spreitzhofer, G. (2002):  "Globalizing Metro Manila: Land Use and Infrastructure 
Development." Philippine Studies 50, no. 2 :(251-68) 

Steinberg, D. J. (1990) The Philippines: A Singular and a Plural Place. (West-view 
Press: Boulder, CO) 

Stephen, K. (2014) “Social exclusion and access to social protection schemes.” Report, 
Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Stewart, F. (2010). Horizontal inequalities as a cause of conflict. World Development 
Report BackgroundPaper. 

Stiglitz, J. (2013) The Price of Inequality : How Today’s Society Endangers Our Future. 
(W.W. Norton: New York) 

Thompson, W. Scott. (1992) The Philippines in Crisis: Development and Security in the 
Aquino Era, 1986-92. (Palgrave Macmillan, New York) 

Thorbecke, E. and Stifel, D. C. (2003) “A Dual-Dual CGE Model of an Archetype 
African Economy,” Journal of Policy Modeling, Vol. 25, Issue. 3: 207-235 

Tudla Productions (2014) “Lupa at Hustisya: Hacienda Luisita” Video. Youtube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KYshMspvhI    

Tuaño, P.and Cruz, J. (2019) "Structural Inequality in the Philippines: Oligarchy, 
(Im)mobility and Economic Transformation." Journal of Southeast Asian Economies 36, no. 3: 
304-28 

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. (2018) Promoting Inclusion 
Through Social Protection. Report, New York: United Nations. Accessed June 30, 2019. 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2018/07/1- 1.pdf.  

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (2017) 
Addressing the Challenges of Population Aging in Asia and the Pacific: Implementation of the 
Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing. United Nations 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (2017) World Population 
Prospects Report. United Nations. 

Vellema, S., Saturnino M. B. Jr, and Francisco L. Jr. (2011) "The Agrarian Roots of 
Contemporary Violent Conflict in Mindanao, Southern Philippines." Journal of Agrarian 
Change 11, no. 3: 298-320. 

Velez Valledor-Lukey, V. (2012) Pagkababae at Pagkalalake (Femininity and 
Masculinity): Developing a Filipino Gender Trait Inventory and predicting self- esteem and 
sexism. Syracuse University. Phd diss.  

Weber, M. (2019) Economy and Society: A New Translation. ( Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge). Accessed June 9, 2020. 

Wernstedt, F. L. and Spencer J.E. (1967) The Philippine Island World: A Physical, 
Cultural, and Regional Geography. ( University of California Press: Berkeley) 

World Bank. (2020) Databank (Economic Indicators, multiple) 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?end=2018&locations=PH&start=2018&
view=bar Accessed June 5, 2020 

World Conference on Human Rights. (1993) Vienna Declaration and Programme of 
Action. June 14–25. https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Vienna.aspx 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KYshMspvhI
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?end=2018&locations=PH&start=2018&view=bar
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?end=2018&locations=PH&start=2018&view=bar
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Vienna.aspx


 
 

 
 

75 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	f53a8e2a-64ae-4d18-9327-17d771c2f461.pdf
	Khan, H.A. (2007) “Women's Rights as Human Rights: A Political and Social Economy Approach within a Deep Democratic Framework” Econ Papers. https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/tkyfseres/2007cf475.htm(last accessed June 23,2020)


